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Preface

The USA is one of the largest countries in the world. The USA is situated in the
central part of the North American continent. The capital of the USA is Washington,
in the District of Columbia. The USA Congress has its seat in the Capitol, and the
White House is the residence of the President. Washington, is a beautiful
administrative city without much industry. It has many famous monuments: the
Library of the Congress of the USA, the Washington Monument, the Abraham
Lincoln and others. New York is the largest city and port. It is the financial and
business center. It is famous of its sky-serapes. Chicago is one of the biggest
industrial cities in the USA. San Francisco on the pacific coast, is a big port and ship
building center. The USA is one of the greatest industrial nations in the world. With
only about 5 percent of the world's population and about 6 percent of its land area, the
U.S. is the world produces around 25 percent of the world's industrial products,
agricultural goods, and services. The USA is the world leader in many branches, for
instance, biochemical and genetic engineering, aerospace research and development,
communications, computer and information services, and similar high-technology
fields. The USA is also the world's leading agricultural nation, which not only feeds
her own people but many other people in the world as well. There are many reasons,
which can explain why the USA has been able to become the leading industrial and
agricultural resources. Another very important reason i America's vitality, its so-
called spirit of enterprise and initiative. The rapid progress of American industry and
agriculture is also the result of the constant willingness to experiment and to find new
solutions to old problems. The USA is divided into regions that have different kinds
of land and climate, different ways of living and working, and their own
characteristics and problems. And each has its own groups of people whose origin
and traditions make them different from any of the others. However, out of these
differences the American people were able to create a political and social system in
which all of these regions and groups were represented and which fogmed one nation

out of many parts.



Territory

The federal entity created by the Constitution is the dominant feature of the
American governmental system. There are fifty (50) states and Washington D.C. The
last two states to join the Union were Alaska (49th) and Hawaii (50th). Both joined in
1959. Washington D.C. is a federal district under the authority of Congress. Puerto
Rico is a commonwealth associated with the United States. Other dependent areas
include American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island, Jarvis Island,
Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Navassa Island, Palmyra Atoll,
Virgin Islands, Wake Island. From 18 July 1947 until 1 October 1994, the US
administered the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, but recently entered into a new
political relationship with all four political units: the Northern Mariana Islands is a
commonwealth in political union with the US (effective 3 November 1986); Palau
concluded a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 1 October 1994); the
Federated States of Micronesia signed a Compact of Free Association with the US
(effective 3 November 1986); the Republic of the Marshall Islands signed a Compact
of Free Association with the US (effective 21 October 1986). In general, matters that
lie entirely within state borders are the exclusive concern of state governments. These
include internal communications; regulations relating to property, industry, business,
and public utilities; the state criminal code; and working conditions within the state.
There are many areas of overlap between state and federal jurisdictions. In recent
years, the federal government has assumed broader responsibility in such matters as
health, education, welfare, transportation, and housing and urban development. The
constitutions of the various states differ in some details but generally follow a pattern
similar to that of the federal Constitution, including a statement of the rights of the
people and a plan for organizing the government. On such matters as the operation of
businesses, banks, public utilities, and charitable institutions, state constitutions are

often more detailed and explicit than the federal constitution.
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History of the United States

Introduction

History does not exist for us until and unless we dig it up, interpret it, and put
it together. Then the past comes alive, or, more accurately, it is revealed for what it

has always been - a part of the present. Frederick W. Turner III, 1971

History is the study of the human past. Historians study records of conditions
or events of a particular time and place. The United States of America is at once a
very new nation and a very old nation. The first settlers - Asian hunters and nomads -
reached North America about 30,000 years ago. However, the United States of
America did not come into being until 1776 with the Declaration of Independence.
The history of the United States is the story of many different peoples who together
compose the United States of America. Since the first Europeans arrived in 1492,
millions of people from many different countries have entered the United States and

made the country their new home.

Main topics: Early America. The Colonial Period. Revolutionary Period and
New Nation. Slavery, Civil War and Westward Expansion Growth and
Transformation. War and Prosperity. The Great Depression and the New Deal. World
War II. Postwar America. Decades of Change. Towards the 21st Century. The 21Ist

Century.
History of American Flag.

For more than 200 years, the American flag has been the symbol of our nation's
strength and unity. It's been a source of pride and inspiration for millions of
citizens. And the American Flag has been a prominent icon in our national history.

Here are the highlights of its unique past.

On January 1, 1776, the Continental Army was reorganized in accordance with

a Congressional resolution which placed American forces under George

Washington's control. On that New Year's Day the Continental Army was laying
6



siege to Boston which had been taken over by the British Army. Washington ordered
the Grand Union flag hoisted above his base at Prospect Hill. It had 13 alternate red
and white stripes and the British Union Jack in the upper left-hand corner (the
canton). In May of 1776, Betsy Ross reported that she sewed the first American flag.
On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for the new nation, the
Continental Congress passed the first Flag Act: "Resolved, That the flag of the United
States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation."
Between 1777 and 1960, Congress passed several acts that changed the shape, design
and arrangement of the flag and allowed for additional stars and stripes to be added to

reflect the admission of each new state.

e Actof January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795.

o Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be
added to the flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state,
signed by President Monroe.

o Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established
proportions of the flag and provided for arrangement of thie stars in six
horizontal rows of eight each, a single point of each star to be upward.

« Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for
the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered
horizontally and vertically.

« Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for
the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and

eleven rows of stars staggered vertically.

Today the flag consists of thirteen horizontal stripes, seven red alternating with
6 white. The stripes represent the original 13 colonies, the stars represent the 50 states
of the Union. The colors of the flag are symbolic as well: Red symbolizes Hardiness
and Valor, White symbolizes Purity and Innocence and Blue represents Vigilance,

Perseverance and Justice.



Political structure

The United States is a federal union of 50 states, with the District of Columbia
as the seat of the federal government. The Constitution outlines the structure of the
national government and specifies its powers and activities, and defines the
relationship between the national government and individual state governments.
Power is shared between the national and state (local) governments. Within each state
are counties, townships, cities and villages, each of which has its own elective

government.

Governmental power and functions in the United States rest in three branches
of government: the legislative, judicial, and executive. Article 1 of the Constitution
defines the legislative branch and vests power to legislate in the Congress of the
United States. The executive powers of the President are defined in Article 2. Article
3 places judicial power in the hands of one Supreme Court and inferior courts as
Congress sees necessary to establish. In this system of a "separation of powers" each
branch operates independently of the others, however, there are built in "checks and
balances" to prevent a concentration of power in any one branch and to protect the
rights and liberties of citizens. For example, the President can veto bills approved by
Congress and the President nominates individuals to serve in the Federal judiciary;
the Supreme Court can declare a law enacted by Congress or an action by the
President unconstitutional; and Congress can impeach the President and Federal court
justices and judges. Today, there are two major political parties in the United States,
the Democratic and the Republican. The Democratic Party evolved from the party of
Thomas Jefferson, formed before 1800. The Republican Party was established in the
1850s by Abraham Lincoln and others who opposed the expansion of slavery.
The Democratic Party is considered to be the more liberal party, and the Republican,
the more conservative. Democrats generally
believe that government has an obligation to provide social and
economic programs for those who need them. Republicans are not necessarily

opposed to such programs but believe they are too costly to taxpayers. Republicans
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put more emphasis on encouraging private enterprise in the belief that a strong
private sector makes citizens less dependent on government. Both major parties have
supporters among a wide variety of Americans and embrace a wide range of political
views. Americans do not have to join a political party to vote or to be a candidate for
public office, but running for office without the money and campaign workers a party
can provide is difficult. It is the two major parties that organize and dominate

government at both the national and state levels.

The state governments follow the same pattern as the federal government, with
power divided among the executive, legislative and judicial branches. In general,
matters which lie entirely within state borders are the concern of state governments.
These include internal communications; regulations relating to property, industry,
business and public utilities; the state criminal code; and working conditions within
the state. Within this context, the federal government requires that state governments
not adopt laws which contradict or violate the Constitution or laws and treaties of the
United States. There are many areas of overlap between state and federal
jurisdictions. The federal government has assumed ever broadening responsibility in
matters relating to health, education, welfare, transportation, and housing and urban
development. Programs in these areas are now often developed on a cooperative basis

between the two levels of government.

The U.S. Bureau of the Census (part of the Commerce Department) has
identified for the year 2002 no less than 87,900 local governmental units in the
United States, including municipalities, counties, townships, school districts and
special districts. More than three-quarters of the citizens of the United States now live
in towns, large cities or their suburbs. The city directly serves the needs of the people,
providing everything from police and fire protection to sanitary codes, health
regulations, education, public transportation and housing. Cooperation with both state
and federal organizations is essential. The county is a subdivision of the state, usually
-- but not always -- containing two or more townships and several villages. A board

of commissioners levies taxes, borrows and appropriates money, fixes the salaries of
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county employees, supervises elections, builds and maintains highways and bridges,

and administers national, state and county welfare programs.

The American Constitution is the oldest written constitution in force in the
world. The authors of the Constitution built in a provision for amending the
document when political, social or economic conditions demanded it. Twenty-seven
amendments have been passed since ratification. The first 10 amendments to the
Constitution, called the Bill of Rights, assure individual rights and freedoms.
The Constitution divides the powers of the government into three branches - the
Executive, headed by the President; the Legislative, which includes both houses of
Congress (the Senate and the House of Representatives); and the Judicial, which is
headed by the Supreme Court. The Constitution limits the role of each branch,
through a system of checks and balances, to prevent any one branch from gaining

undue power.



The Media in the United States

The U.S. media today is frequently known as the Fourth Estate, an appellation
that suggests the press shares equal stature with the other branches of government
created by the Constitution. The press, or "Fourth Estate" plays a vital role as a
guardian of U.S. democracy. That role is guaranteed by the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1789, stipulating that Congress not enact any laws
abridging freedom of the press. U.S. media have traveled a long road since the first
newspaper was published in Boston, Massachusetts in 1690. Within 50 years,
magazines also began appearing in several major American cities. The advent of
commercial radio at the beginning of the 20th century ended print's monopoly of the
media in America, giving nationwide and, later, global audiences unprecedented
access to live audio programs. Television, an even more powerful medium, entered
the scene shortly after World War II. Defying predictions of their decline, the other
media have diversified to confront television's dominant appeal. Satellite technology
has allowed U.S. TV networks, especially cable networks, to reach overseas
audiences anywhere on the globe. Interactive media, fueled by the advance of digital
technology and the growing convergence of the computer, telephone and cable
television, represent the principal trend of the end of the 20th and the beginning of
the 21st centuries. The print and electronic media in the United States, offering wide
news and entertainment options, are a pervasive element in American society.
According to a recent survey by Mediamark Research, 98% of Americans have a
television; 82% of those watch "prime time" and 71% cable programming in an
average week. 84% percent of Americans listen to radio regularly. 79% percent are
newspaper readers. 45% percent of the whole American population has access to the
Internet, while for certain demographic groups that percentage reaches a high of close

to 70%.

Economics plays a major role in shaping the information served up to the U.S.
public in newspapers, on radio and television, and now on the Internet. While

nonprofit and advocacy organizations have significant voices, most of the public's
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primary sources of information major urban newspapers, the weekly news magazines,
and the broadcast and cable networks are in business to make money. Media and
communications, with revenues of over $242 billion, are one of America's largest
business groups. In 2000, adult consumers of media information and amusement
products spent over $675 a person. Advertisers spent an additional $215 billion to
bring their products to the attention of the American public. The media are a great
engine in American society, providing jobs for hundreds of thousands of technicians,

writers, artists, performers and intellectuals and shaping attitudes and beliefs.

The public's right to know is one of the central principles of American society.
The framers of the Constitution of the United States resented the strict control that the
American colonies' British rulers had imposed over ideas and information they did
not like. They determined that the power of knowledge should be placed in the hands
of the people. To insure a healthy and uninhibited flow of information, they included
freedom of the press among the basic human rights protected in the new nation's Bill
of Rights. These first 10 Amendments to the Constitution of the United States
became law in 1791. The First Amendment says, in part, that "Congress shall make
no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press..." That protection from
control by the federal government meant that anyone rich or poor, and regardless of

political or religious beliefs could generally publish whatever he or she wished.

Ever since, the First Amendment has served as the conscience and shield of all
Americans. In those early days, the media, created by printing presses, were few and
simple newspapers, pamphlets and books. Today the media also include television,
radio, films and the Internet; and the term "the press" refers to any news operation in
any media, not just print. Few press laws are in force in the U.S. because of this broad
constitutional protection of press freedom and analogous provisions in the
constitutions of the 50 states. Existing laws tend to provide additional protections in
categories not covered by the Constitution. The Privacy Act of 1974, for example,
regulates the collection and dissemination of personal information contained in the

files of federal agencies; the Privacy Protection Act of 1980 establishes protection

12



from police searches of newsrooms. Additional examples include federal and state
Freedom of Information and "sunshine" laws (such as the 1966 federal Freedom of
Information Act) which opens up executive-branch records to public and press

scrutiny.

The scope of U.S. press freedom has been determined principally by court
decisions interpreting the nuances of the First Amendment. In general, the U.S. courts
have held that the piess has a "watchdog" role over government and is not subject to
prior restraint or registration. On the other hand, defamation, obscenity and
publication of national-security secrets have been generally determined not eligible
for protection under the First Amendment. In 1934, Congress set up the current
oversight agency of the broadcasting industry, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The law vested in the FCC not only "watchdog" functions, but
licensing and rulemaking powers, subject to "public interest, convenience, and
necessity." Acting on this mandate, the FCC has sought to promote diversity in

content and ownership in the broadcasting industry.

The investigative journalism and the "watchdog" role developed by the
American press in the 1960s and early 1970s gave way to increased attention to
"journalism ethics." During the Vietnam War, the press played a major role in
accelerating the U.S. exit from an unpopular war. During the Watergate investigation,
two persistent reporters from the Washington Post, Bob Woodward and Carl
Bernstein, succeeded in uncovering facts that led to the resignation of President
Nixon. There was, however, also a feeling that the press sometimes went too far,
crossing the fine line between the public's right to know and both the right of
individuals to privacy and the obligation of the government to protect national
security. In many cases, the courts have decided when and if the press has
overstepped its rights. In 1971, the government tried to stop the New York Times from
publishing a secret study of the Vietnam War known as the Pentagon Papers,

claiming that publication would damage national security. But the U.S. Supreme



Court ruled that since the government could not demonstrate the extent of the damage

to national security, the newspapers should be free to publish the information.

Faced, however, with polls showing decreasing credibility in press reports,
media organizations throughout the 1980s placed renewed emphasis on ethics, taking
advantage of such vehicles as codes, news councils and ombudsmen. Journalistic
codes of ethics have been in use in the United States since 1923. The American
Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE) approved the first such code; followed by the
Society of Professional Journalists/Sigma Delta Chi and the Associated Press
Managing Editors. These voluntary ethical codes of the three major newspaper
professional organizations offer important guidelines, calling on journalists to
perform with intelligence, objectivity, accuracy and fairness. One of the most
important issues for American journalists, however, remains the conflict between two
deeply held beliefs: the right to know and the right to privacy and fair treatment. It is
not a conflict that can be resolved with a single formula, but only on a case-by-case
basis. Although the First Amendment protects the press from government
interference, the press does not have complete freedom. There are laws against libel
and invasion of privacy, as well as limits on what reporters may do in order to get a
story. Television news journalists operate under an additional restriction called the
Faimess Doctrine. Under this rule, when a station presents one viewpoint on a
controversial issue, the public interest requires the station to give representatives of
opposing viewpoints a chance to broadcast a reply. The U.S. court system, state and
federal legislatures, regulatory bodies, the public and the media will all continue to

have a hand in shaping how such legal and ethical issues are handled.



Holidays

American Holidays is an introductory survey of the historical and social
background of American holidays. People in every culture celebrate holidays.
Although the word "holiday" literally means "holy day," most American holidays are
not religious, but commemorative in nature and origin. Because the nation is blessed
with rich ethnic heritage it is possible to trace some of the American holidays to
diverse cultural sources and traditions, but all holidays have taken on a distinctively
American flavor. In the United States, the word "holiday" is synonymous with

"celebration!

In the strict sense, there are no federal (national) holidays in the United States.
Each of the 50 states has jurisdiction over its holidays. In practice, however, most
states observe the federal ("legal or public ") holidays, even though the President and
Congress can legally designate holidays only for federal government employees.

The following ten holidays per year are proclaimed by the federal government.

New Year's Day January 1
Martin Luther King Day  third Monday in January
Washington's Birthday third Monday in February

Memorial Day last Monday in May
Independence Day July 4

Labor Day first Monday in September
Columbus Day second Monday in October
Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Day fourth Thursday in November
Christmas Day December 25

In 1971, the dates of many federal holidays were officially moved to the

nearest Monday by then-President Richard Nixon. There are five holidays which are
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not necessarily celebrated on Mondays: Thanksgiving Day, Veterans Day, New
Year's Day, Independence Day and Christmas Day. When New Year's Day,
Independence Day, or Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, the next day is also a
holiday. When one of these holidays falls on a Saturday, the previous day is also a
holiday. Federal government offices, including the post office, are always closed on
all federal holidays. Schools and businesses close on major holidays like
Independence Day and Christmas Day but may not always be closed, for example, on

President's Day or Veterans Day.

Federal holidays are observed according to the legislation of individual states.
The dates of these holidays, and others, are decided upon by each state government,
not by the federal (national) government. Each state can agree on the same date that
the President has proclaimed, such as Thanksgiving Day. State legislation can also
change the date of a holiday for its own special commemoration. Cities and towns
can decide not to celebrate a federal legal holiday at all. However, the majority of the
states (and the cities and towns within them) usually choose the date or day
celebrated by the rest of the nation. There are other "legal" or "public" holidays
which are observed at the state or local level. The closing of local government offices
and businesses will vary. Whether citizens have the day off from work or not depends

on local decisions.



Sport

Sports play an important role in American society. They enjoy tremendous
popularity but more important they are vehicles for transmitting such values as
justice, fair play, and teamwork. Sports have contributed to racial and social
integration and over history have been a "social glue" bonding the country together.
Early Americans like Benjamin Franklin and President Thomas Jefferson stressed the
need for exercise and fitness promoting for example running and swimming. In the
20th century, American presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower and
John F. Kennedy continued to encourage physical activity. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower founded the President's Council on Youth Fitness in 1956 to encourage
America's youth to make fitness a priority. The Council later became the President's
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, including people of all ages and abilities and
promoting fitness through sports and games. Today, the Council continues to play an
important role in promoting fitness and healthy living in America. The United States
offers limitless pportunities to engage in sports - either as a participant or as a
spectator. Team sports were a part of life in colonial North America. Native
American peoples played a variety of ball games including some that may be viewed
as earlier forms of lacrosse. The typical American sports of baseball, basketball ad
football, however, arose from games that were brought to America by the first settlers
that arrived from Europe in the 17th century. These games were re-fashioned and
elaborated in the course of the 19th century and are now the most popular sports in
the United States. Various social rituals have grown up around athletic contests. The
local high school football or basketball game represents the biggest event of the week
for residents in many communities across the United States. Fans of major university
and professional football teams often gather in parking lots outside stadiums to eat a
"tailgate" picnic lunch before kickoff, and for parties in front of television sets in
each other's homes during the professional championship game, the Super Bowl.
Thousands of baseball fans flee the snow and ice of the North for a week or two each

winter by making a pilgrimage to training camps in the South and Southwest to watch



up close their favorate players prepare for the spring opening of the professional

baseball season.

Individual competitions accompanied the growth of team sports. Shooting and
fishing contests were part of the colonial experince, as were running, boxing, and
horse racing. Golf and tennis emerged in the 1800s. Recent decades have given birth
to a wide variety of challenging acitivities and contests such as sail boarding,

mountain biking, and sport climbing, collectively referred to as "extreme sports".



Arts & Entertainment

There is no central ministry of culture that sets national policy for the arts in
the United States government, thus reflecting the conviction that there are important
areas of national life where government should have little or no role. The two
national endowments the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) provide grant support for individual artists
and scholars and for arts and humanities institutions. While the NEA budget $115
million for fiscal year 2003 is quite modest when compared to other nations' public
arts funding, private donations have always provided the major support for American
culture. Private spending for the arts in the United States for the year 2002 has been
calculated at roughly $12.1 billion. During its nearly four decades of existence, the
NEA, whose goals are to encourage excellence and to bring art to all Americans, has

used its funds as a spark for private beneficence.

The 20th century has been one in which artists in the United States have broken
free from Old World antecedents, taking the various cultural disciplines in new
directions with impressive, innovative results. Music, film, theater, dance,
architecture and other artistic expressions have been enhanced and transformed. A
rejuvenation in music, new directions in modern dance, drama drawn from the U.S.
heartland, independent filmmaking across the landscape, the globalization of the
visual arts all of these are part of the contemporary scene in the United States. What
is at the root of all the ongoing creative ferment? Dana Gioia, the poet who currently
is chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, identifies one likely source:
"The reason that America has had this diversely distinguished history of art, this
unprecedented breadth of achievement ranging from movies to abstract
expressionism to jazz to modern literature is because America was and is a society

that recognizes the individual freedom of its citizens."



Moving pictures were not an American invention; however, they have
nonetheless been the preeminent American contribution to world entertainment. In
the early 1900s, when the medium was new, many immigrants, found employment in
the U.S. film industry. They were able to make their mark in a brand-new business:
the exhibition of short films in storefront theaters called nickelodeons, after their
admission price of a nickel (five cents). Within a few years, ambitious men like
Samuel Goldwyn, Carl Laemmle, Adolph Zukor, Louis B. Mayer, and the Warner
Brothers had switched to the production side of the business. Soon they were the
heads of a new kind of enterprise - the movie studio. The major studios were located

in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles, California.

During the so-called Golden Age of Hollywood in the 1930s and 1940s, the
studios were cranking out a total of about 400 movies a year, seen by an audience of
90 million Americans per week. Movie-making was a business and motion picture
companies made money by operating under the so-called studio system. The major
studios kept thousands of people on salary and they owned hundreds of theaters in
cities and towns across the nation - theaters that showed their films and that were
always in need of fresh material. What is remarkable is how much quality
entertainment emerged from such a regimented process. One reason this was possible
is that, with so many movies being made, not every one had to be a big hit. The
studio system succumbed to two forces in the late 1940s: (1) a federal antitrust action
that separated the production of films from their exhibition; and (2) the advent of
television. The number of movies being made dropped sharply, even as the average
budget soared, because Hollywood wanted to offer audiences the kind of spectacle
they couldn't see on television. This blockbuster syndrome has continued to affect
Hollywood. Added to the skyrocketing salaries paid actors, studio heads, and deal-
making agents, it means that movies released today tend to be either huge successes
or huge failures, depending on how well their enormous costs match up with the

public taste.



From the late 1960s until the end of the 1970s, American filmmaking
underwent an extraordinary renaissance. In few other periods were American
directors so influential or their movies so central in shaping the experience and values
of audiences everywhere. One reason for this renaissance was that, with the advent of
the counterculture, the major Hollywood studios were no longer certain about what
sorts of movies would make money or about what the new, young audiences who
came of age in the 1960s wanted. During the 1980s, much of this cinematic
inventiveness seemed to vanish. Films of the past 15 years, although mostly financed
by Hollywood, are exceedingly offbeat, a testament to the variety of American
filmmaking. One important reason for this eclecticism is the impact of smaller, semi-
independent studios -- like Sony Pictures Classics and DreamWorks -- that specialize
in producing or distributing avant-garde movies. No studio head has been more
influential or more successful in promoting innovative American as well as foreign-

language films than Harvey Weinstein of Miramax.

So while American movies are undeniably commercial enterprises, there is no
inherent contradiction between the desire to make a profit on a film and the yearning
to create a work that is original and provocative. Indeed, it may well be that the
market-driven impulse to establish an emotional connection with moviegoers has
served as a stimulant for art. Hence, some of the most unforgettable American films
of the past 40 years, from The Godfather to The Hours, have been both commercially

successful and artistically compelling.
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Economy

The United States Of America (USA) is the largest and most technologically
powerful economy of the world. The per capita Gross National Income of the country
has reached at US $37,610 in the year 2003, which is much higher in contrast to the
other developed economies of the world. The average annual growth rate of GDP of
the country was 2.9% during 2003, while GDP per capita grew at 2% in the same
year. The growth rate of output projected for year 2005 was 3.5% for the country.
Among the various sectors of the economy, the service sector has the highest
contribution to the US GDP, followed by Industry. Being an industrialized nation
agriculture accounts for a very marginal share in the total national income.
Presently the world's top most economy's failures are also more clear when we go
through IMF's report on the economy which is observing a record-low household
saving rate and a large federalfiscal deficit. Thus it is essential to support the
adjustment by strong US national saving to avoid a burden falling on investment and
growth, both in America and abroad. U.S. foreign trade and global economic policies
have changed direction dramatically during the more than two centuries that the
United States has been a country. In the early days of the nation's history, government
and business mostly concentrated on developing the domestic economy irrespective
of what went on abroad. But since the Great Depression of the 1930s and World War
11, the country generally has sought to reduce trade barriers and coordinate the world
economic system. Americans are convinced that trade promotes economic growth,
social stability, and democracy in individual countries and that it advances world
prosperity, the rule of law, and peace in international relations.
The first ingredient of a nation's economic system is its natural resources. The United
States is rich in mineral resources and fertile farm soil, and it is blessed with a
moderate climate. The second ingredient is labor, which converts natural resources
into goods. The number of available workers and, more importantly, their
productivity help determine the health of an economy. Labor-force quality continues

to be an important issue. Today, Americans consider "human capital" a key to
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success in numerous modern, high-technology industries. As a result, govemment
leaders and business officials increasingly stress the importance of education and
training to develop workers with the kind of nimble minds and adaptable skills
needed in new industries such as computers and telecommunications.
The United States is said to have a mixed economy because privately owned
businesses and government both play important roles. The American free enterprise
system emphasizes private ownership. Private businesses produce most goods and
services, and almost two-thirds of the nation's total economic output goes to
individuals for personal use (the remaining one-third is bought by government and
business). The consumer role is so great, in fact, that the nation is sometimes
characterized as having a "consumer economy." This emphasis on private ownership
arises, in part, from American beliefs about personal freedom. From the time the
nation was created, Americans have feared excessive government power, and they
have sought to limit government's authority over individuals -- including its role in
the economic realm. In addition, Americans generally believe that an economy
characterized by private ownership is likely to operate more efficiently than one with

substantial government ownership.

Over the past decade, U.S. exports accounted for about a quarter of the
economic growth. The United States also maintains a trade surplus in services, $79.7
billion in 2006. The biggest U.S. services export category was travel by foreigners to
the United States, $85.8 billion that year. In contrast, the United States runs a large
and growing deficit in merchandise goods trade. While the United States exported
more than $1 trillion in goods in 2006, it imported more than $1.8 trillion worth. By
far the top imports that year were autos and auto parts, $211.9 billion, and crude oil,
$225.2 billion. The top sources of U.S. imports were Canada, China, Mexico, Japan,
and Germany. Among the top U.S. exports in 2006 were autos and auto parts,
semiconductors, and civilian aircraft. The top U.S. export destinations were Canada,
Mexico, Japan, China, and the United Kingdom. In 2000-2006, even though U.S.

goods exports increased 33 percent, U.S. goods imports went up even faster, 52
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percent. The United States supported trade liberalization and was instrumental in the
creation of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), an international
code of tariff and trade rules. One other principle the United States traditionally has
followed in the trade arena is multilateralism. Despite its commitment to
multilateralism, the United States in recent years also has pursued regional and
bilateral trade agreements. The emergence of electronic commerce also is opening a
whole new set of trade issues. In 1998, ministers of the World Trade Organization
issued a declaration that countries should not interfere with electronic commerce by
imposing duties on electronic transmissions, but many issues remain unresolved. The
United States would like to make the Internet a tariff-free zone, ensure competitive
telecommunications markets around the world, and establish global protections for
intellectual property in digital products. The role of government in the American
economy extends far beyond its activities as a regulator of specific industries. The
government also manages the overall pace of economic activity, seeking to maintain
high levels of employment and stable prices. It has two main tools for achieving these
objectives: fiscal policy, through which it determines the appropriate level of taxes
and spending; and monetary policy, through which it manages the supply of money.
The Federal Reserve, the independent U.S. central bank, manages the money supply
and use of credit (monetary policy), while the president and Congress adjust federal
spending and taxes (fiscal policy).

Since the inflation of the 1970s, Federal Reserve monetary policy has
emphasized preventing rapid escalation of general price levels. When the general
price level is rising too fast, the Federal Reserve acts to slow economic expansion by
reducing the money supply, thus raising short-term interest rates. When the economy
is slowing down too fast, or contracting, the Federal Reserve increases the money
supply, thus lowering short-term interest rates. The most common way it effects these
changes in interest rates, called open-market operations, is by buying and selling

government securities among a small group of major banks and bond dealers. A
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particularly tricky situation for monetary policy makers, called stagflation, occurs

when the economy is slowing down and inflation is rising too fast.

In 2006 real wages rose 1.7 Percent. This means an extra $1,030 for the typical
family of four with two wage earners. Real median household income in the United
States climbed between 2005 and 2006, reaching $48,200. The wage growth
translates into an extra $585 for the average full-time worker and an extra $1,030 in
2006 for a typical family of four with two workers. The President's Tax Relief
enabled more than 5 Million taxpayers, including 4 Million taxpayers with children,
to have their income tax liability completely eliminated in 2006. As a result of the
President's tax relief, a family with two children now begins to pay income taxes
when their income reaches $41,867. Without tax relief, the same family would have
begun to pay income taxes when their income reached $33,070. The President's Tax

Relief is helping Americans keep more of what they earn.

Companies turn to capital markets to raise funds needed to finance the building
of factories, office buildings, and airplanes, to conduct research and development,
and to support a host of other essential corporate activities. Much of the money
comes from such major institutions as pension funds, insurance companies, banks,
foundations, and colleges and universities. Today about 52% of households own
stock, compared to 32% in 1989. Americans pride themselves on the efficiency of
their stock market and other capital markets. These markets owe their success in part
to computers, but they also depend on tradition and trust. There are thousands of
stocks, but shares of the largest, best-known, and most actively traded corporations
generally are listed on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). The largest number of
different stocks and bonds traded are traded on the National Association of Securities
Dealers Automated Quotation system, or Nasdaq. This so-called over-the-counter
exchange, which handles trading in about 5,240 stocks, is not located in any one
place; rather, it is an electronic communications network of stock and bond dealers.
An unprecedented boom in the stock market, combined with the ease of investing in

stocks, led to a sharp increase in public participation in securities markets during the
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1990s. The annual trading volume on the New York Stock Exchange, or "Big Board,"
soared from 11,400 million shares in 1980 to 169,000 million shares in 1998.
The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), which was created in 1934, is the
principal regulator of securities markets in the United States. Before 1929, individual
states regulated securities activities. But the stock market crash of 1929, which
triggered the Great Depression, showed that arrangement to be inadequate. The
Securities Act of 1933 and the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 consequently gave
the federal government a preeminent role in protecting small investors from fraud and

making it easier for them to understand companies' financial reports.

About 146 million people in the United States were working in paid jobs at the
end of 2006, with another 7 million unemployed; the 153 million total makes up the
world's third largest labor force, after China's and India's. Nearly two-thirds of U.S.
working-age people participate in the labor force. Males and females each account for
about half. About 15 percent of them are foreign born. Some 5 to 6 percent of them
work more than one job. The private sector employs most U.S. workers, 85.5 percent,
and governments employ the rest. A lot of people are self-employed, more than 10
million in 2005, although some of them split their time between working for other
people and for themselves. Most working people work for someone else in nearly 6

million U.S. companies. Most of these companies have fewer than 20 employees.

U.S. workers are flexible, people changing jobs. "The data show that each
month millions of Americans leave their jobs — most of them voluntarily - and
millions more are hired," Robert Kimmitt, deputy secretary of the U.S. Treasury,
wrote in 2006. "This is what we want: an economy in which people looking to move
up have as many opportunities as possible from which to choose." U.S. workers do
not typically endure long-term unemployment. In 2005 only 12 percent of
unemployed U.S. workers could not find work within a year, compared to 46 percent

in the European Union.
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Although U.S. workers have long had the right to organize, only 12 percent of
them were labor union members in 2006, down from about 35 percent half a century
earlier. The biggest group of U.S. workers comprises nearly 23 million in office and
administrative support jobs, such as telephone receptionists, secretaries, and hotel
clerks. The groups of workers getting the highest average wages, more than $80,000
a year, have jobs in management and law. The people getting the lowest average
wages, less than $20,000 a year, work in food preparation and service. From the
nation's earliest days, farming has held a crucial place in the American economy and
culture. Early in the nation's life, farmers were seen as exemplifying economic virtues
such as hard work, initiative, and self-sufficiency. American farmers owe their ability
to produce large yields to a number of factors. The American Midwest has some of
the richest soil in the world. Rainfall is modest to abundant over most areas of the
country; rivers and underground water permit extensive irrigation where it is not.
Large capital investments and increasing use of highly trained labor also have
contributed to the success of American agriculture. The first two decades of the 20th
century turned out to be the golden age of American agriculture. Farm prices were
high as demand for goods increased and land values rose. Technical advances
continued to improve productivity. The good years of the early 20th century ended
with falling prices following World War I. By the end of World War II, the farm
economy faced the challenge of overproduction. Technological advances, such as the
introduction of gasoline- and electric-powered machinery and the widespread use of
pesticides and chemical fertilizers, meant production per hectare was higher than
ever. Today we see a highly diverse set of farms, responding with alacrity to apply
unique technological possibilities to a new array of increasingly well articulated
consumer demands in a globalized food system. The role of government will also
continue to change, particularly as it relates to trade, farm policy, infrastructure
demands, conservation and the environment, rural communities, and nutrition and
food assistance. American agriculture increasingly has become an "agribusiness."
Agribusiness includes a variety of farm businesses and structures, from small, one-

family corporations to huge conglomerates or multinational firms that own large
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tracts of land or that produce goods and materials used by farmers. Sometimes owned
by absentee stockholders, these corporate farms use more machinery and far fewer
farm hands. In 1940, there were 6 million farms averaging 67 hectares each. By the
late 1990s, there were only about 2.2 million farms averaging 190 hectares in size.
During roughly this same period, farm employment declined dramatically -- from
12.5 million in 1930 to 1.2 million in the 1990s. While production doubled over the
last 50 years, farm numbers dropped by more than two-thirds. Today, about 150,000
American farmers produce most of our food and fiber. While among the world's most
competitive farms, these operations make up just one segment of U.S. agriculture.
USDA counts another 2 million farmers who meet the criterion of selling at least
$1,000 worth of product annually, many of whom have other occupations but enjoy
rural lifestyles. The convergence of computer and telecommunications technologies
has revolutionized how we get, store, retrieve, and share information. Consumers
now routinely use computer networks to identify sellers, evaluate products and
services, compare prices, and exert market leverage. Electronic commerce (e-
commerce) are business processes which shift transactions to the Internet. E-
commerce is growing at a rapid rate. The value of e-commerce transactions, while
still small relative to the size of the U.S. economy, continues to show strong growth
despite a recent economic downturn. More significant than the dollar amount of these
transactions, however, are the new business processes. Many new Internet-based
companies and traditional producers of goods and services are working to transform
their business processes into e-commerce processes in an effort to lower costs,
" improve customer service, and increase productivity, with varying degrees of success.
The Census Bureau of the Department of Commerce announced in May 2008 that
U.S. retail e-commerce sales for 2006 reached $ 107 billion, up from $ 87 billion in
2005 - an increase of 22 percent. From 2001 to 2006, retail e-sales increased at an
average annual growth rate of of 25.4 percent, compared with 4.8 percent for total
retail sales. In 2006 e-commerce sales were 2.7 percent of total sales. Over 90 percent
of retail e-sales were concentrated in two industry groups: Nonstore retailers (73

percent, $78 billion), and Motor Vehicles and Parts Dealer (19 percent, $20 billion).
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There are a range of policy issues which will certainly affect the future of e-
commerce activities. Internet use erases national boundaries, and the growth of e-
commerce on the Internet and the complexity of these issues mean that domestic and
global e-commerce policies will become increasingly intertwined. Issues currently
under discussion include Internet taxation, encryption and electronic authentication
(i.e., digital signatures), intellectual property protection (i.e., patent or copyright
infringement), computer network security, privacy safeguards for individuals and
organizations, and telecommunications infrastructure development. In the United
States, legislation enacted as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001(USA PATRIOT ACT of 2001, P.L. 107-56) gave U.S. lawmakers greater
authority to gain access to electronic financial transactions (for example, to ferret out

illegal money laundering).
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Science & Technology

Computers figure so heavily in our daily lives that it is difficult to understand
why early computer experts did not foresee much demand for these specialized
machines. For example, in the 1940s, the chairman of IBM thought a total of five
machines could be sold worldwide. Since then, a succession of breakthroughs has
created a new economic sector: Information Technologies (IT) - the ever growing
variety of ways in which we are able to gather, store, analyze, share, and display

information.

Drawing on Max Planck's quantum theory and Albert Einstein's explanation of
photoelectric phenomena, Bell Laboratories invented the transistor in 1948. This
solid-state replacement for the vacuum tube, revolutionized electronics. With the
invention of the integrated circuit in 1958, the pace of electronic and computer
technology was greatly increased. Today, millions of integrated circuits can be placed
on silicon chips no bigger than postage stamps. Book-sized computers of the 1990s
can outperform room-sized computers of the 1960s. Miniaturization causes prices to
spiral downward, making the technology affordable for larger numbers of small

businesses, local governments, schools, libraries, families, and individuals.

The Internet. Much of the innovation that spawned today's information technologies
resulted directly from Federal investment in science and technology. Starting in 1969,
the Department of Defense opened its experimental nationwide computer network
through the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA). The National Science
Foundation (NSF) extended ARPA's network to civilian academic users in 1987. The
Internet emerged from the joint effort by Federal agencies and universities to advance

networking technology.

More than half of the nation is now online. In 2000, 98% of U.S. schools had
Internet access. The number of households with Internet access has increased to

50.5% in 2001. Use of broadband services such as cable, satellite, and DSL is rapidly



expanding. Wireless Internet access for notebooks via WLANS in airports, hotels and

cafes is also becoming increasingly popular.

For the United States, the Information Technology Revolution quietly changed
the way business and government operate. The nation shifted the control of essential
processes in manufacturing, utilities, banking, and communications to networked
computers. As a result, the cost of doing business dropped and productivity
skyrocketed. Since 2002, the U.S. economy and national security are fully dependent
upon information technology and the information infrastructure. A network of
networks directly supports the operation of all sectors of U.S. economy - energy
(electric power, oil and gas), transportation (rail, air, merchant marine), finance and
banking, information and telecommunications, public health, emergency services,
water, chemical, defense industrial base, food, agriculture, and postal and shipping.

At the core of the information infrastructure upon which we depend is the Internet.

Cyber Security. While the Internet has grown enormously and globally, it has also
grown increasingly insecure. Cyber attacks on U.S. information networks occur
regularly and can have serious consequences such as disrupting critical operations,
causing loss of revenue and intellectual property, or loss of life. To be able to counter
such attack Biotechnology is an umbrella term describing the use of organisms or
their cellular components to make products, or to modify the genetic structure of
plants and animals to carry a desired trait. The biotechnology industry serves both
medical and non-medical markets. The medical market includes human therapeutics
and diagnostics as well as applications in veterinary medicine. The National Institute
of Health's (NIH) Human Genome Project was an attempt to construct a genetic map
of humans by analyzing the chemical composition of each of the 50,000 to 100,000
genes making up the human body. The International Human Genome Sequencing
Consortium, led in the United States by the National Human Genome Research
Institute (NHGRI) and the Department of Energy (DOE), successfully completed the

Human Genome Project in April 2003, more than two years ahead of schedule.
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Building on the successes of the Human Genome Project, the Dept. of Energy
has initiated an ambitious program to achieve the most far-reaching of all biological
goals: a fundamental, comprehensive, and systematic understanding of life. The
Genomes to Life program will make important contributions in the quest to venture
beyond characterizing such individual life components as genes and other DNA
sequences toward a more comprehensive, integrated view of biology at a whole-

systems level.

Non-medical markets encompass both agriculture and industrial applications.
Agricultural applications include making plants and crops pest resistant, improving
seed quality, modulating growth and ripening times, enhancing nutrient content of
foods, and providing simple and inexpensive diagnostics for use in field testing for
contaminants and toxic materials. Industrial uses of biotechnology involve many
different sectors and include industrial enzymes, waste management, environmental
cleanup, energy biomass, cosmetic formulations, and diagnostics for toxicity
determinations. In the roughly 25 years since the development of recombinant DNA
technologies in research laboratories, over 2,000 firms have been founded in the
United States to explore and take advantage of this new field. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) was established in 1970 by President Nixon. It was created
to permit coordinated and effective governmental action on behalf of the
environment. Its mission is to protect human health and to safeguard the natural
environment - air, water, and land - under the laws enacted by Congress. EPA's
purpose is to ensure that: all Americans are protected from significant risks to human

health and the environment where they live, learn and work.

National efforts to reduce environmental risk are based on the best available
scientific information. Environmental protection is an integral consideration in U.S.
policies on natural resources, human health, economic growth, energy, transportation,
agriculture, industry, and international trade, and these factors are similarly
considered in establishing environmental policy. All parts of society have access to

accurate information in order to effectively participate in managing human health and
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environmental risks. Environmental protection contributes to making American

communities and ecosystems diverse, sustainable and economically productive.

Environmental technology, one of the fastest growing industry sectors
worldwide, has evolved in response to growing concerns about the risks and costs of
pollution and the enactment of pollution control legislation in the United States and
around the world. It advances sustainable development by reducing risk, enhancing
cost-effectiveness, and creating products and processes that are not environmentally
harmful. Environmental technology is comprised of four major categories: 1)
monitoring and assessment, or technologies used to establish and monitor the
condition of the environment; 2) pollution avoidance, or equipment and processes
used to prevent or minimize the generation of pollutants: 3) pollution control, or
technologies that render hazardous substances harmless before they enter the
environment; and, 4) remediation and restoration, or technologies used to render
hazardous substances harmless. As in physics and chemistry, Americans have
dominated the Nobel Prize for physiology or medicine since World War II. The
National Institutes of Health (NIH), the focal point for biomedical research in the
United States, has played a key role in this achievement. Begun as a one-room
Laboratory of Hygiene in 1887, the National Institutes of Health today is one of the
world's foremost medical research centers, and the Federal focal point for medical
research in the U.S. The goal of NIH research is to foster knowledge that helps
prevent, detect, diagnose and treat disease and disability - from the rarest genetic
disorder to the common cold. NIH works toward that mission by conducting research
in its own laboratories, supporting the research of non-Federal scientists in
universities, medical schools, hospitals, and research institutions throughout the
country and abroad, helping in the training of research investigators; and fostering

communication of medical information.

NIH research has helped make possible numerous medical achievements.

Mortality from heart disease, the number-one killer in the United States, dropped 41
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percent between 1971 and 1991. The death rate for strokes decreased by 59 percent in

the same period. More than 70 percent of the children who get cancer are cured.

With the help of the NIH, molecular genetics and genomics research have
revolutionized biomedical science. In the 1980s and 1990s, researchers performed the
first trial of gene therapy in humans and are now able to locate, identify, and describe
the function of many genes in the human genome. Perhaps the most exciting
scientific development in the United States is the Human Genome Project. This was
an attempt to construct a genetic map of humans by analyzing the chemical
composition of each of the 50,000 to 100,000 genes making up the human body. The
International Human Genome Sequencing Consortium, led in the United States by the
National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) and the Department of Energy
(DOE), successfully completed the Human Genome Project in April 2003, more than
two years ahead of schedule. Research conducted by universities, hospitals and
corporations also contributes to improvement in diagnosis and treatment of disease.
The NIH, for example, funds basic research on Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), but many of the drugs used to treat the disease have emerged from

the laboratories of the American pharmaceutical industry.

Nuclear medicine is a medical specialty used to image the body and treat
disease. Nuclear medicine imaging is unique in that it documents organ function and
structure, in contrast to diagnostic radiology which is based upon anatomy. Its origins
stem from many scientific discoveries, most notably the discovery of x-rays in 1895
and the discovery of "artificial radioactivity" in 1934. Nuclear medicine uses very
small amounts of radioactive materials or radiopharmaceuticals, substances that are
attracted to specific organs, bones or tissues. The amount of radiation from a nuclear
medicine procedure is comparable to that received during a diagnostic x-ray. The
radiopharmaceuticals emit gamma rays that can be detected externally by special
types of cameras. These cameras work in conjunction with computers used to form

images that provide data and information about the area of body being imaged.
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Avian Flu. As of April 2006, outbreaks of the H5N1 strain of avian influenza have
been confirmed among birds in nearly 50 countries, 28 of which reported outbreaks
since the beginning of 2006. Official figures from the World Health Organization put
the number of human cases at around 200 and the number of deaths at over 100.
Avian influenza has occasionally spread from bird to human, but there is no evidence
of sustained human-to-human transmission at this time. An effective vaccine for
humans has not yet been approved. An International Partnership on Avian and
Pandemic Influenza was announced during the UN General Assembly in September

200s.

One of the most spectacular and controversial achievements of world science
in the second half of the 20th century has been the harnessing of nuclear energy. The
concepts that led to the splitting of the atom were developed by the scientists of many
countries, but the conversion of these ideas into the reality of nuclear fission was the
achievement of U.S. scientists in the early 1940s.After German physicists split a
uranium nucleus in 1938, Albert Einstein, Enrico Fermi and Leo Szilard, all of whom
had fled to the United States to escape persecution in National Socialist Germany and
Italy, concluded that a nuclear chain reaction was feasible. In a letter to President
Franklin Roosevelt, Einstein wamned that the next step on the part of German
scientists, would be the construction of "extremely powerful bombs." This waming
led to the Manhattan Project - the United States' effort to build an atomic bomb
before Germany. The development of the bomb and its use against Japan in August of

1945 initiated the Atomic Age.

After the war, the network of researchers, government and military officials,
and physicians mobilized for the Manhattan Project began working on government
programs to promote both peaceful uses of atomic energy and nuclear weapons
development. Nuclear power and nuclear medicine are two examples of peaceful uses
of atomic energy. Nuclear energy to produce electricity commercially began in the
U.S. in 1957. Today, over 100 nuclear power plants produce about 21 percent of all
the electricity generated in the United States. A 1979 accident at Three Mile Island in
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Pennsylvania made many Americans uncertain about the safety of nuclear power.
Utilities must follow a lengthy series of licensing procedures before a nuclear power
plant can be built and operated in the United States. The Space Age has run almost in
tandem with the Atomic Age. In 1957, the Soviet Union launched the first satellite,
Sputnik I, and the United States followed with Explorer I in 1958. The first manned
space flights were made in the spring of 1961, first by Soviet cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin and then by American astronaut, Alan B. Shepard, Jr. In 1961, President
Kennedy promised that Americans would walk on the moon before the decade was

over and in July of 1969, Neil Armstrong stepped onto the moon's surface.

On April 12, 1981, the Space Shuttle orbiter Columbia lifted off from its pad at
the Kennedy Space Center, six years after the last American astronaut returned from
space following the cooperative U.S./USSR Apollo-Soyuz Test Project. Since 1981,
there have been nearly one hundred Shuttle missions into Earth orbit, where a variety
of scientific and practical activities have been accomplished. President Ronald
Reagan in 1984 committed the U.S. to developing a permanently occupied space
station and with NASA invited other countries to join in the project. In 1991,
President George Bush and Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev agreed to joint Space
Shuttle-Mir missions that later would lay the groundwork for cooperative space
station efforts. President Bill Clinton in 1993 directed NASA to cut the program's
cost and complexity while jump-starting the Station's research capabilities and
bringing Russia into the fold. NASA carried out the President's directive, and in
addition to the Russian hardware already built or under construction for the
International Space Station, that nation's contributions to the program included the

nine joint Shuttle-Mir missions conducted from 1994 through 1998.

The redesigned orbiting research center was named the "International Space
Station." It provides more research opportunities, can carry more crew, requires less
maintenance, generates higher power, and can handle contingencies more effectively
than any spacecraft before it. Sixteen countries including 11 members of the

European Space Agency today are members of the International Space Station Team.
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In January 2004 President Bush announced a new vision for the Nation's space
exploration program. The President committed the United States to a long-term
human and robotic program to explore the solar system, starting with a return to the

Moon that will ultimately enable future exploration of Mars and other destinations.

From the first tentative steps of the 1969 moon landing to today's reusable
space shuttle, the space program has produced a range of secondary uses of aerospace
technology. Communications satellites transmit computer data, telephone calls, and
radio and television broadcasts. Weather satellites furnish the data necessary to
provide early warnings of severe storms. Space technology has generated thousands
of products and services ranging from the lightweight materials used in running shoes

to respiratory monitors.
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U.S. Society : A Nation of Immigrants

The Golden Door. The first European immigrants in American history came
from England and the Netherlands. Attracted by reports of great economic
opportunities and religious and political freedom, immigrants from many other
countries flocked to the United States in increasing numbers, the flow reaching a
peak in the years 1892-1924. During the late 19th century, the government operated a
special port of entry on Ellis Island; it was in operation from 1892 until 1954 and is
now preserved as part of the Statue of Liberty National Monument. The Statue of
Liberty, which was a gift from the people of France to the people of America in 1886,
stands on an island in New York Harbor, near Ellis Island. Between 1820 and 1979,

the United States admitted more than 49 million immigrants.

Limits on Newcomers. In 1924, the first laws were passed that set limits on
how many people from specific countries would be admitted to the United States.
The limits were based on the number of people from that country already living in the
country. In 1965, immigration quotas were established according to who applied first;
and national quotas were replaced with hemispheric ones. Preference was given to
relatives of U.S. citizens and immigrants with specific job skills. In 1978, Congress
abandoned hemispheric quotas and established a worldwide ceiling. The United
States accepts more immigrants than any other country; in 2007, its population
included 38.1 million foreign-born persons (that is appr. 12.6 % of the total
population.) The revised immigration law of 1990 created a flexible cap of 675,000
immigrants each year, with certain categories of people exempted from the limit.
That law attempts to attract more skilled workers and professionals to the United
States and to draw immigrants from countries that have supplied relatively few

Americans in recent years.

Illegal Immigrants. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS)
estimates that some 5 million people are living in the United States without

permission, and the number is growing by about 275,000 a year. Native-born
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Americans and legal immigrants worry about the problem of illegal immigration.
Many believe that illegal immigrants (also called "illegal aliens") take jobs from
citizens, especially from young people and members of minority groups. Moreover,
illegal aliens can place a heavy burden on tax-supported social services.
In 1986 Congress revised immigration law to deal with illegal aliens. Many of those
who had been in the country since 1982 became eligible to apply for legal residency
that would eventually permit them to stay in the country permanently. In 1990, nearly
900,000 people took advantage of this law to obtain legal status. The law also
provided strong measures to combat further illegal immigration and imposed

penalties on businesses that knowingly employ illegal aliens.

The Legacy. The steady stream of people coming to America's shores has had
a profound effect on the American character. It takes courage and flexibility to leave
your homeland and come to a new country. The American people have been noted for
their willingness to take risks and try new things, for their independence and
optimism. If Americans whose families have been here longer tend to take their
material comfort and political freedoms for granted, immigrants are at hand to remind

them how important those privileges are.

The first American immigrants, beginning more than 20,000 years ago, were
intercontinental wanderers: hunters and their families following animal herds from
Asia to America, across a land bridge where the Bering Strait is today. When Spain's
Christopher Columbus "discovered" the New World in 1492, about 1.5 million
Native Americans lived in what is now the continental United States, although
estimates of the number vary greatly. Mistaking the place where he landed San
Salvador in the Bahamas for the Indies, Columbus called the Native Americans
"Indians." During the next 200 years, people from several European countries
followed Columbus across the Atlantic Ocean to explore America and set up trading
posts and colonies. Native Americans suffered greatly from the influx of Europeans.
The transfer of land from Indian to European and later American hands was

accomplished through treaties, wars, and coercion, with Indians constantly giving
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way as the newcomers moved west. In the 19th century, the government's preferred
solution to the Indian "problem" was to force tribes to inhabit specific plots of land
called reservations. Some tribes fought to keep from giving up land they had
traditionally used. In many cases the reservation land was of poor quality, and Indians
came to depend on government assistance. Poverty and joblessness among Native

Americans still exist today.

The territorial wars, along with Old World diseases to which Indians had no
built-up immunity, sent their population plummeting, to a low of 350,000 in 1920.
Some tribes disappeared altogether; among them were the Mandans of North Dakota,
who had helped Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in exploring America's
unsettled northwestern wilderness in 1804-06. Other tribes lost their languages and
most of their culture. Nonetheless, Native Americans have proved to be resilient.
Today they number 4.5 million (about 1.5 percent of the total U.S. population), and
only about one-third of Native Americans still live on reservations. Countless
American place-names derive from Indian words, including the states of
Massachusetts, Ohio, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, and Idaho. Indians taught
Europeans how to cultivate crops that are now staples throughout the world: com,
tomatoes, potatoes, tobacco. Canoes, snowshoes, and moccasins are among the
Indians' many inventions. Among the flood of immigrants to North America, one
group came unwillingly. These were Africans, 500,000 of whom were brought over
as slaves between 1619 and 1808, when importing slaves into the United States
became illegal. The practice of owning slaves and their descendants continued,
however, particularly in the agrarian South, where many laborers were needed to
work the fields. The process of ending slavery began in April 1861 with the outbreak
of the American Civil War between the free states of the North and the slave states of
the South, 11 of which had left the Union. On January 1, 1863, midway through the
war, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which
abolished slavery in those states that had seceded. Slavery was abolished throughout
the United States with the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the country's
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Constitution in 1865. Even after the end of slavery, however, American blacks were
hampered by segregation and inferior education. In search of opportunity, African
Americans formed an internal wave of immigration, moving from the rural South to
the urban North. But many urban blacks were unable to find work; by law and
custom they had to live apart from whites, in run-down neighborhoods called ghettos.
In the late 1950s and early 1960s, African Americans, led by Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., used boycotts, marches, and other forms of nonviolent protest to demand equal
treatment under the law and an end to racial prejudice. A high point of this civil rights
movement came on August 28, 1963, when more than 200,000 people of all races
gathered in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., to hear King say: "I
have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and
the sons of former slave-holders will be able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood....I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their
character." Not long afterwards the U.S. Congress passed laws prohibiting
discrimination in voting, education, employment, housing, and public

accommodations.

Today, African Americans constitute about 13.5 percent of the total U.S.
population. In recent decades blacks have made great strides, and the black middle
class has grown substantially. In 2002, 50,8 percent of employed blacks held "white-
collar" jobs managerial, professional, and administrative positions rather than service
jobs or those requiring manual labor. In 2003, 58.3 percent of all black high school
graduates enrolled in college within one year (compared to 35.8. % in 1982). For
whites, the college participation rate in 2003 was 66.1 percent. Thus, the racial gap
was less than 8 percentage points. The average income of blacks is still lower than
that of whites, however, and unemployment of blacks particularly of young men
remains higher than that of whites. And many black Americans are still trapped by
poverty in urban neighborhoods plagued by drug use and crime.
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In recent years the focus of the civil rights debate has shifted. With
antidiscrimination laws in effect and blacks moving steadily into the middle class, the
question has become whether or not the effects of past discrimination require the
government to take certain remedial steps. Called "affirmative action,” these steps
may include hiring a certain number of blacks (or members of other minorities) in the
workplace, admitting a certain number of minority students to a school, or drawing
the boundaries of a congressional district so as to make the election of a minority
representative more likely. The public debate over the need, effectiveness, and

fairness of such programs became more intense in the 1990s.

In any case, perhaps the greatest change in the past few decades has been in the
attitudes of America's white citizens. More than a generation has come of age since
King's "I Have a Dream" speech. Younger Americans in particular exhibit a new
respect for all races, and there is an increasing acceptance of blacks by whites in all
walks of life and social situations. The Statue of Liberty began lighting the way for
new arrivals at a time when many native-born Americans began to worry that the
country was admitting too many immigrants. Some citizens feared that their culture
was being threatened or that they would lose jobs to newcomers willing to accept low
wages. In 1924 Congress passed the Johnson-Reed Immigration Act. For the first
time, the United States set limits on how many people from each country it would
admit. The number of people allowed to emigrate from a given country each year was
based on the number of people from that country already living in the United States.
As a result, immigration patterns over the next 40 years reflected the existing
immigrant population, mostly Europeans and North Americans. Prior to 1924, U.S.
laws specifically excluded Asian immigrants. People in the American West feared
that the Chinese and other Asians would take away jobs, and racial prejudice against
people with Asian features was widespread. The law that kept out Chinese
immigrants was repealed in 1943, and legislation passed in 1952 allows people of all

races to become U.S. citizens.
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Today Asian Americans are one of the fastest-growing ethnic groups in the
country. About 15 million people of Asian descent live in the United States. Although
most of them have arrived here recently, they are among the most successful of all
immigrant groups. They have a higher income than many other ethnic groups, and

large numbers of their children study at the best American universities.

Chinese Largest Asian Group in the United States. Chinese comprised more
than 20 percent of the 11.9 million people who identified themselves as Asians in
Census 2000, according to a report released March 4, 2002 by the U.S. Commerce
Department's Census Bureau. That translates into 2.7 million reporting as Chinese
the largest Asian group in the United States. "The Asian Population: 2000," one in a
series of Census 2000 briefs, also showed that about 50 percent of the Asians resided
in three states: California, New York and Hawaii. Two of these states had Asian
populations exceeding 1 million: California (4.2 million) and New York (1.2

million).

It is not uncommon to walk down the streets of an American city today and
hear Spanish spoken. In 1950 fewer than 4 million U.S. residents were from Spanish-
speaking countries. Today that number is about 45 million. About 50 percent of
Hispanics in the United States have origins in Mexico. The other 50 percent come
from a variety of countries, including El Salvador, the Dominican Republic, and
Colombia. Thirty-six percent of the Hispanics in the United States live in California.
Several other states have large Hispanic populations, including Texas, New York,
Illinois, and Florida, where hundreds of thousands of Cubans fleeing the Castro
regime have settled. There are so many Cuban Americans in Miami that the Miami
Herald, the city's largest newspaper, publishes separate editions in English and
Spanish. The term Hispanic was coined by the federal government in the 1970's to
refer to the people who were born in any of the Spanish-speaking countries of the
Americas or those who could trace their ancestry to Spain or former Spanish
territories. Obviously, this represents a wide variety of countries and ethnic groups

with different social, political and emotional experiences. Most Hispanics see

43



themselves in terms of their individual ethnic identity, as Mexican American, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, etc. instead of members of the larger, more ambiguous term Hispanic

or Latino.

The Newcomers Myth. People think of Hispanics as the latest, most recent
group to enter the so called "melting pot". This erroneous perception is mostly due to
the media attention given to Hispanic groups in the 1980's, after the Bureau of the
Census published their 1980 results. Their report revealed that Hispanics were the
fastest growing group in the U.S., soon to become the largest minority group. People
associated the growth with immigration, ignoring the long history of Hispanics in the
United States. Hispanic heritage in the U.S. goes back a long time. When Plymouth
was founded in 1620, Santa Fe was celebrating its first decade and St. Augustine its
55th anniversary. Spanish settlements developed in the southwest of today's U.S. and
also in the Gulf coast and the Florida peninsula. Some Latinos can trace their
ancestors back to those days. Other Hispanic groups, like the Puerto Ricans, did not
migrate into the U.S. but instead were absorbed into it during the American
expansions of the late 19th century. Puerto Ricans were granted American citizenship
in 1917. Economic depressions and two world wars forced many Puerto Ricans to
migrate from the island in search for better opportunities. Their current political

situation still confuses many who think of Puerto Rico as a foreign country.

Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau makes a complete count, or census, of
its people and industries. When the first census was taken in 1790, the new nation had
fewer than 4 million people, almost all living along the East Coast.
Today, the total resident population of 281.4 million, is a rich mosaic of national
origins, spanning a broader age spectrum and exhibiting a more diverse range of
living arrangements then ever before, as illustrated by Census Bureau demographic

data.

Racial and Ethnic Compeosition. Of the 2000 population, an estimated 217
mil (77.1%) were White, 36.4 mil (12.9%) were Black or African American; Asians
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and Pacific Islanders numbered 12.7 mil (4.5%); and the American Indian and Alaska
Native population was about 4 mil (1.5%); 35.3 mil (13%) were of Hispanic origin.
The Latino or Hispanic population rose nearly 13 million (or 57.9%) between the

1990 and 2000 censuses. In 2000 one half of Hispanics lived in California and Texas.

Age Structure. The United States has seen a rapid growth in its elderly population
during the 20th century. The number of Americans aged 65 and older climbed to 35
million in 2000, compared with 3.1 million in 1900. For the same years, the ratio of
elderly Americans to the total population jumped from one in 25 to one in eight. The
trend is guaranteed to continue in the coming century as the baby-boom generation
grows older. Between 1990 and 2020, the population aged 65 to 74 is projected to
grow 74 percent. The elderly population explosion is a result of impressive increases
in life expectancy. When the nation was founded, the average American could expect
to live to the age of 35. Life expectancy at birth had increased to 47.3 by 1900 and
the average American born in 2000 can expect to live to the age of 77.
Because these older age groups are growing so quickly, the median age (with half of
all Americans above and half below) reached 35.3 years in 2000, the highest it has
ever been. West Virginia's population continued to be the nation's oldest, with a
median age of 38.6 years; Utah was the youngest state, with a median age of 26.7
years.

Marriage and Families. About 52% of American adults in 2000 were married and
living with their spouse. Another 24% had never married, 7% were widowed. and
10% were divorced. Of the 105.5 mil households in the United States, 71.8 %
included or constituted a family -- that is, 2 or more people related by blood,
marriage, or adoption. The remaining households consisted of a person living alone
(25.8%) or 2 or more unrelated people (6.1%).About half (49%) of all families
included parents and children under 18. All in all, 36% could be considered
"traditional" families, that is, consisting of a married couple with children. Since
1970, these traditional families have declined significantly as a percentage of all

families, dropping 14 percentage points. However, their percentage has dropped only
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1 point since 1990. While the number of single mothers (9.8 mil remained about the
same from 1995 to 1998, the number of single fathers rose from 1.7 mil to 2.1 mil.
About 28% of children under 18 years of age lived with just I parent in 1998 (around
23% with their mother only, 4% with their father only), while 68% lived with both
parents and 4% with other relatives or people not related to them. Nearly 6% of all
children under 18 lived in their grandparents' home. Population Growth
Some parts of the nation are growing much faster than others. The fastest growth, as
usual, was concentrated in the West, where the population rose 19.7 % between 1990
and 2000. Close behind was the South (17.3%). Growing more slowly were the
Midwest (7.9%) and the Northeast (5.5%).Nevada remained the nation's fastest-
growing state, with its population increasing 19.7% between 1990 and 2000.
Nevada's population had climbed by a staggering 66.3.% since April 1, 1990 Arizona
was 2d in population growth during the recent 10-year period, with a 40% increase,
followed by Colorado (30.6% ), Utah (29.6%) and Idaho (28.5%). California

recorded the largest numeric increase of any state: 4.1 million people.
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Education

Americans have shown a great concern for education since early colonial
times. Within 30 years of the founding of the first settlement in Massachussetts
(1620), all towns were required to hire a schoolmaster. In 1787 the Continental

Congress asked every new township to reserve one plot of land for public schools.

Today, almost 90 percent of American students attend public elementary and
secondary schools, which do not charge tuition but rely on local and state taxes for
funding. The other ten percent attend private schools, for which their families pay
tuition. Four out of five private schools are run by religious groups, where religious
instruction is part of the curriculum. There is also a small but growing number of

parents who educate their children themselves, a practice known as home schooling.

Traditionally, elementary school includes kindergarten through the eighth
grade. In some places, however, elementary school ends after the sixth grade, and
students attend middle school, or junior high school, from grades seven through nine.
Similarly, secondary school, or high school, traditionally comprises grades nine
through twelve, but in some places begins at the tenth grade. The United States does
not have a national school system, but the government provides guidance and funding
for federal educational programs in which both public and private schools take part.
From Hawaii to Delaware, from Alaska to Louisiana, each of the 50 states has its
own laws regulating education. From state to state, some laws are similar while
others are not, but all states require young people to attend school. The age limit
varies, however. Most states require attendance up to age 16, some up to 18. Thus,
every child in America receives at least 11 years of education. In addition to the
recent challenges of curriculum reform, American schools have been facing novel
problems. They must cope with an influx of immigrant children, many of whom
speak little or no English. They must respond to demands that the curriculum reflect

the various cultures of all children. Schools must make sure that students develop
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basic skills for the job market, and they must consider the needs of nontraditional

students, such as teen-age mothers.

Schools are addressing these problems in ways that reflect the diversity of the
U.S. educational system. They are hiring or training large numbers of teachers of
English as a second language and, in some communities, setting up bilingual schools.
They are opening up the traditional European-centered curriculum to embrace
material from African, Asian, and other cultures. Schools are also teaching cognitive
skills to the nearly 40 percent of American students who do not go on to higher
education. The United States leads the industrial nations in the proportion of its
young people who receive higher education. For some careers law, medicine,
education, engineering a college education is a necessary first step. More than 60
percent of Americans now work in jobs that involve the handling of information, and
a high school diploma is seldom adequate for such work. Other careers do not strictly
require a college degree, but having one often can improve a person's chances of
getting a job and can increase the salary he or she is paid. The widespread availability
of a college education in America dates back to 1944, when Congress passed a law
popularly known as the GI Bill. (GI meaning "government issue”" was a nickname for
an American soldier, and the law provided financial aid to members of the armed
forces after World War II was over.) By 1955 more than 2 million veterans of World
War II and the Korean War had used the GI Bill to go to college. Many of them came
from poor families and would not have had the chance to go to college without the
law. The program's success changed the American image of who should attend
college. About the same time, the percentage of women in American colleges began
to grow steadily; in 2000 women received 57 percent of all degrees awarded,
compared to 24 percent in 1950. With the end of racial segregation in the 1950s and
1960s, African Americans also entered colleges in record numbers. Today, the
percentage of African Americans who go on to college nearly equals the general
population. In 2000, 56.2 percent of African-American high school graduates were

enrolled in college, compared with 63.3 percent of all high school graduates.
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Religion

Early in their history, Americans rejected the concept of the established or
government-favored religion that had dominated and divided so many European
countries. Separation of church and state was ordained by the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which provides in part that "Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...."

One of the first permanent settlements in what became the North American
colonies was founded by English Puritans, Calvinists who had been outsiders in their
homeland, where the Church of England was established. So Protestants were the
dominant religion in the early days. Today America is one of the most diverse
religious societies in the world. In 2005 Protestants of all denominations numbered
more than 100 million; Catholics, 67 million; and Jews, 6 million. The Islamic faith
also has about 6 million U.S. adherents, many of whom are African-American
converts. It is estimated that the number of mosques in the United States today, about
2,000 has more than doubled in the last 15 years. Buddhism and Hinduism are
growing with the arrival of immigrants from countries where these are the majority
religions. America has also been a fertile ground for new religions. The Mormon and
Christian Science Churches are perhaps the best-known of the faiths that have sprung
up on American soil. Because of its tradition of noninterference in religious matters,
the United States has also provided a comfortable home for many small sects from
overseas. The Amish, for example, descendants of German immigrants who reside
mostly in Pennsylvania and neighboring states, have lived simple lives, wearing plain
clothes and shunning modern technology, for generations. Some small groups are
considered to be religious cults because they profess extremist beliefs and tend to
glorify a founding figure. As long as cults and their members abide by the law, they
are generally left alone. Religious prejudice is rare in America, and interfaith

meetings and cooperation are commonplace.
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APPENDIXES

American Federalism in 1990s.

While it would be an overstatement to suggest that the average American has a
clear concept of meaning of federalism in 1994, there is some evidence than issues,
involving locus of governmental power are important to many. For example, polling
organizations frequently ask citizens - which level of government most enjoys their
trust and confidence. The results consistently indicate, that people trust their local
governments most and their national government least. The states drift along in the
middle. So, most Americans view local government the most favorably.

However, as is the case in most areas of our political life, attitudes change
significantly when citizens are faced with specific issues. Even though Americans
appear to be committed to federalism in the abstract, they always seem to have
lengthy list of problems which they want the federal government because state and
local governments have failed to resolve them, or a list of services which are
perceived as poorly provided or not provided at all. It is common for individuals and
groups to respond to such perceptions by demanding that the national government
create new standards or mandates or provide direct or indirect expenditures of
money. Sometimes, they seek both.

While it is traditional to expect demands for increased national government
activity from more liberal, so-called «big government», elements in American
society, conservatives, who see themselves as a defenders of state’s rights and local
self-government also may jump on the bandwagon and demand national action. Thus
it is quite unsurprising that recently liberal elements in American society have sought
national legislation controlling access to firearms, as reflected in recently-adopted
Brady Bill, which requires dealers to run checks on purchasers. On the other hand, it
seems unusual, from a federalism perspective, that conservative elements have sought
national government action to eliminate or restrict access to abortions or to permit the

introduction of prayers in the public schools.
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Perhaps the best recent example of such a demand for national action may be
found in public safety area. There is a general perception, that high levels of criminal
activity made the persons and property of the average citizen in this country unsafe.
In general, however, the definition and control of criminal behavior has historically
been a state and local responsibility. Our national officials sense that there is a
demand for them to do something in response to state and local failures. The result is
anti-crime legislation at the national level which has been proposed by the President
and which is largely supported by members of Congress. While many of us doubt the
effectiveness of the specific legislation, few people have seriously objected to this
activity as destructive of basic fabric of our federal system.

The result is an inconsistent and often confusing approach to solving
governmental problems in a federalist concept. In terms of practical politics, the
system provides multiple forms of access. Various groups, no matter what ideological
view of the federal system, take a pragmatic approach. That is, when their preferred
level of government fails to produce policy results, that are satisfactory, they seek
action at another level. None of the models of the federal systems seems to describe
this state of affairs very well.

There is also confusion about federalism at another level in the US. We often
observe this best when trying to teach about the system in our American Government
classes. For some, federalism is equated with democracy. This is to say that they
believe that unitary systems are by definition undemocratic. These patriotic souls are
skeptical of evidence which demonstrates that some unitary systems are quite
democratic, and that some federal systems are quite autocratic in nature.

Still, others confuse federalism with the concepts of separation of powers and
checks and balances which are so important in understanding American government.
While federalism does indeed divide governmental powers and involve some
checking and balancing, separation of powers is a term, normally reserved to
discussions of the relations between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches

of our governments. This distinction is troublesome for many of our students.
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Due to my limited time [ would like to state some most nuisance problems, that
became a heavy burden for every American, involved in active politics in any way.
First, we should mention the so-called «unfunded mandate», that became the biggest
bone of contention in American intergovernmental rules. An unfunded mandate can
be said to exist when the national government requires new or improved services or
level of regulation, but leaves funding largely to state and local governments. This
permits national level officials and institutions to establish their own policy without
any considering costs. While that seems a poor way to operate, it fits in well with
some traditional American political attitudes in which costs of government services
are either ignored or assumed to be borne by someone else.

Some examples may illustrate the reasons for state complaints. In 1993, the
Congress passed a law requiring the states to provide a system of voter’s registration

which was



The largest cities

There are large and interesting cities in the USA. Washington, D.C. (District of
Columbia), the capital of the USA is located on the north bank of the Potomac River.
It was founded in 1791 and named in honour of the first president of the USA,
George Washington. It is one of the most unusual cities in the USA. And it is very
beautiful, of course. There is an interesting fact - no building in the city may be more
than 40 metres tall. The highest building in Washington is the Capitol, the seat of the
American Congress. The White House is the residence of every president of the
United States. There are two universities in Washington, the Museum for Aeronautics
and Cosmonautics, the National Art Gallery, the Cultural Center in Memory of John
Kennedy and various libraries and laboratories.

Some of other big cities of the USA are New York, Los Angeles, Chicago,
Philadelphia, San Francisco and others. New York is not a very old city, it was
founded some three hundred years ago. It is situated in the mouth of the Hudson
River. The centre of New York is Manhattan Island. The famous Statue of Liberty is
situated in New York. New York, one of the leading American manufacturing cities,
is the home of great firms and banks. There are many sky-scrapers of fifty and more
storeys.

Boston is located on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. Founded in the beginning
of 17" century it is one of the America's oldest cities. Boston is a big industrial traffic
centre of the USA. Boston is a cultural centre too. The oldest university in the USA,
Harvard University, was founded here in 1636. There are three other universities in
this city, and the Museum for Fine Arts. Boston looks unusual for the SA because it
managed to preserve the appearance of a European city of the 18-19" centuries.
There many old houses there, and one can walk along old streets there and feel to be

a contemporary to the American Revolution.



Now see the example of good report! :

Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), 16th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. Lincoln entered office at a critical period in U. S. history, just before the
Civil War, and died from an assassin's bullet at the war's end, but before the greater
implications of the conflict could be resolved. He brought to the office personal
integrity, intelligence, and humanity, plus the wholesome characteristics of his
frontier upbringing. He also had the liabilities of his upbringing--he was self-
educated, culturally unsophisticated, and lacking in administrative and diplomatic
skills. Sharp-witted, he was not especially sharp-tongued, but was noted for his warm
good humor. Although relatively unknown and inexperienced politically when
elected president, he proved to be a consummate politician. He was above all firm in
his convictions and dedicated to the preservation of the Union.

Lincoln was perhaps the most esteemed and maligned of the American
presidents. Generally admired and loved by the public, he was attacked on a partisan
basis as the man responsible for and in the middle of every major issue facing the
nation during his administration. Although his reputation has fluctuated with
changing times, he was clearly a great man and a great president. He firmly and fairly
guided the nation through its most perilous period and made a lasting impact in
shaping the office of chief executive. Once regarded as the "Great Emancipator" for
his forward strides in freeing the slaves, he was criticized a century later, when the
Civil Rights Movement gained momentum, for his caution in moving toward equal
rights. If he is judged in the historical context, however, it can be seen that he was far
in advance of most liberal opinion. His claim to greatness endures.

Early Life

The future president was born in the most modest of circumstances in a log

cabin near Hodgenville, Ky., on Feb. 12, 1809. His entire childhood and young

manhood were spent on the brink of poverty as his pioneering family made repeated
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fresh starts in the West. Opportunities for education, cultural activities, and even
socializing were meager.
Ancestry

Lincoln's paternal ancestry has been traced, in an unbroken line, to Samuel
Lincoln, a weaver's apprentice from Hingham, England, who settled in Hingham,
Mass., in 1637. From him the line of descent came down through Mordecai Lincoln
of Hingham and of Scituate, Mass.; Mordecai of Berks county, Pa.; John of Berks
county and of Rockingham county, Va.; and Abraham, the grandfather of the
president, who moved from Virginia to Kentucky about 1782, settled near Hughes
Station, east of Louisville, and was killed in an Indian ambush in 1786.
Abraham's youngest son, Thomas, who became the father of the president, was born
in Rockingham county, Va., on Jan. 6, 1778. After the death of his father, he roamed
about, settling eventually in Hardin county, Ky., where he worked at carpentry,
farming, and odd jobs. He was not the shiftless ne'er-do-well sometimes depicted, but
an honest, conscientious man of modest means, well regarded by his neighbors. He
had practically no education, however, and could barely scrawl his name.
Nancy Hanks, whom Thomas Lincoln married on June 12, 1806, and who became the
mother of the president, remains a shadowy figure. Her birth date is uncertain, and
descriptions of her are contradictory. Scholars despair of penetrating the tangled
Hanks genealogy, and the legitimacy of Nancy's birth is a subject of argument.
Lincoln, himself, apparently believed that his mother was born out of wedlock. In
either case, Nancy came of lowly people. Reared by her aunt, Betsy Hanks, who
married Thomas Sparrow, she was utterly uneducated.
Childhood

Thomas and Nancy Lincoln set up housekeeping in Elizabethtown, Ky., where
their first child, Sarah, was born on Feb. 10, 1807. In December 1808, Thomas
bought a hard-scrabble farm on the South Fork of Nolin Creek, where Abraham was
born. Soon after Abe's second birthday the family moved to a more productive farm
along Knob Creek, a branch of the Rolling Fork, in a region of fertile bottomland

surrounded by crags and bluffs. The old Cumberland Trail from Louisville to
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Nashville passed close by, and the boy could see a vigorous civilization on the
march--settlers, peddlers, circuit-riding preachers, now and then a coffle of slaves.
This was probably his first view of human bondage, for the small landholdings of the
region were not suited to slaveowning, and local sentiment, especially among the
Baptists, with whom the Lincoins had affiliated, was hostile to slavery. Like most
frontier children, Abraham performed chores at an early age, but occasionally he and
his sister Sarah attended classes in a log schoolhouse some two miles (3 km) from
home. Nancy bore a third child, Thomas, but he died in infancy.

Faulty land titles, which were a constant problem to Kentucky settlers, were
especially troublesome to Thomas Lincoln. Because of a flaw in title, he lost part of a
farm he had bought before his marriage, and both his other Kentucky farms became
involved in litigation. For this reason, and because of his roving disposition, he
resolved to move to Indiana, where land could be bought directly from the
government.

Abraham was seven years old when, in December 1816, the Lincolns struck
out northwestward. They crossed the Ohio River on a ferry near the village of Troy,
made their way 16 miles (26 km) farther north through thick woods and tangled
underbrush, and settled near Pigeon Creek, in present Spencer county, Ind. Thomas
hastily threw up a half-faced camp, a rude shelter of logs and boughs, closed on three
sides and warmed only by a fire at the open front. Here the family lived while
Thomas built a cabin. The region was gloomy, with few settlers, and wild animals
prowled in the forest.

By spring Thomas had cleared a few acres for a crop. In an autobiography that
Abraham Lincoln composed in 1860, he said of himself: "Abraham, though very
young, was large of his age, and had an axe put into his hands at once; and from that
till within his twenty-third year, he was almost constantly handling that most useful
instrument--less, of course, in plowing and harvesting seasons." So, year by year the
clearing grew, and the family's diet became more varied as farm products
supplemented game and fowl. At first, Thomas was a mere squatter on the land, but

on Oct. 15, 1817, he applied for 160 acres (65 hectares) at the government land office
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in Vincennes. Unable to complete payment on so large a tract, he later gave up half,
but paid for the rest.

The Lincolns had not been long in Indiana when they were joined by Thomas
and Elizabeth Sparrow, the relatives by whom Nancy had been reared. They arrived
from Kentucky with Dennis Hanks, the illegitimate son of another of Nancy's aunts.
An energetic youth of 19, he became Abraham's companion. Within a year, however,
the Sparrows became victims of the "milk-sick" (milk sickness), a disease dreaded by
Indiana settlers, and soon afterward, on Oct. 5, 1818, Nancy Lincoln, too, died of this
malady. Without a woman to keep the household functioning, the Lincolns lived
almost in squalor.

To remedy this intolerable condition, Thomas Lincoln returned to
Elizabethtown, where, on Dec. 2, 1819, he married Sarah Bush Johnston, a widow
with three children. A kindly, hard-working woman, she brought order to the
Lincolns' Indiana homestead. She also saw to it that at intervals over the next two
years Abraham received enough additional schooling to be able, as he said later, "to
read, write and cipher to the Rule of Three." All told, however, he attended school
less than a year.

Young Manhood

During the 14 years the Lincolns lived in Indiana, the region became more
thickly settled, mostly by people from the South. But conditions remained primitive,
and farming was backbreaking work. Superstitions were prevalent; social functions
consisted of such utilitarian amusements as corn shuckings, house raisings, and hog
killings; and religion was dogmatic and emotional. Abe, growing tall and strong, won
a reputation as the best local athlete and a rollicking storyteller. But his father kept
him busy at hard labor, hiring him out to neighbors when work at home slackened.
Abe's meager education had aroused his desire to learn, and he traveled over the
countryside to borrow books. Among those he read were Robinson Crusoe, Pilgrim's
Progress, Aesop's Fables, William Grimshaw's History of the United States, and
Mason Weems' Life of Washington. The Bible was probably the only book his family
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owned, and his abundant use of scriptural quotations in his later writings shows how
earnestly he must have studied it.

Young Lincoln worked for a while as a ferryman on the Ohio River, and at 19 helped
take a flatboat cargo to New Orleans. There he encountered a manner of living
wholly unknown to him. Soon after he returned, his father decided to move to
Illinois, where a relative, John Hanks, had preceded him. On March 1, 1830, the
family set out with all their possessions loaded on three wagons. Their new home was
located on the north bank of the Sangamon River, west of Decatur. When a cabin had
been built and a crop had been planted and fenced, young Lincoln hired out to split
fence rails for neighbors.

In the autumn all the Lincoln family came down with fever and ague. That
winter the pioneers experienced the deepest snow they had ever known, accompanied
by subzero temperatures. In the spring the family backtracked eastward to Coles
county, Ill. But this time Abraham did not accompany them, for during the winter he,
his stepbrother John D. Johnston, and his cousin John Hanks had agreed to take
another cargo to New Orleans for a trader, Denton Offutt. A new life was opening for
young Lincoln. Henceforth he could make his own way.Supposedly it was on this
second trip to New Orleans that young Lincoln, watching a slave auction, declared:
"If 1 ever get a chance to hit that thing, I'll hit it hard." But the story is almost
certainly untrue. Lincoln at this period of his life could scarcely have believed
himself to be a man of destiny, and John Hanks, who originated the story, was not
with Lincoln, having left his fellow crewmen at St. Louis.

Near the outset of this voyage, at the little village of New Salem on the
Sangamon River, Lincoln had impressed Offutt by his ingenuity in moving the
flatboat over a milldam. Offutt, impressed likewise by the prospects of the village,
arranged to open a store and rent the mill. On Lincoln's return from New Orleans,
Offutt engaged him as clerk and handyman.

By late July 1831, when Lincoln came back, New Salem was enjoying what
proved to be a short-lived boom based on a local conviction that the Sangamon River

would be made navigable for steamboats. For a time the village served as a trading
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center for the surrounding area and numbered among its enterprises three stores, a
tavern, a carding machine for wool, a saloon, and a ferry. Among its residents were
two physicians, a blacksmith, a cooper, a shoemaker, and other craftsmen common to
a pioneer settlement. The people were mostly from the South, though a number of
Yankees had also drifted in. Community pastimes were similar to those Lincoln had
previously known, and life in general differed only in being somewhat more
advanced.

Lincoln gained the admiration of the rougher element of the community, who
were known as the Clary's Grove boys, when he threw their champion in a wrestling
match. But his kindness, honesty, and efforts at self-betterment so impressed the
more reputable people of the community that they, too, soon came to respect him. He
became a member of the debating society, studied grammar with the aid of a local
schoolmaster, and acquired a lasting fondness for the writings of Shakespeare and
Robert Burns from the village philosopher and fisherman.

Offutt paid little attention to business, and his store was about to fail, when an
Indian disturbance, known as the Black Hawk War, broke out in April 1832, in
Illinois. Lincoln enlisted and was elected captain of his volunteer company. When his
term expired, he reenlisted, serving about 80 days in all. He experienced some
hardships, but no fighting.

Politics and Law

Returning to New Salem, Lincoln sought election to the state legislature. He
won almost all the votes in his own community, but lost the election because he was
not known throughout the county. In partnership with William F. Berry, he bought a
store on credit, but it soon failed, leaving him deeply in debt. He then got a job as
deputy surveyor, was appointed postmaster, and pieced out his income with odd jobs.
The story of his romance with Ann Rutledge is rejected as a legend by most
authorities, but he did have a short-lived love affair with Mary Owens.

Illinois Legislator
In 1834, Lincoln was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives, and he

was reelected in 1836, 1838, and 1840. Political alignments were in a state of flux
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during his first two candidacies, but as the WHIG and DEMOCRATIC parties began
to take form, he followed his political idol, Henry Clay, and John T. Stuart, a
Springfield lawyer and friend, into the Whig ranks. Twice Lincoln was his party's
candidate for speaker, and when defeated, he served as its floor leader.

His greatest achievement in the legislature, where he was a consistent supporter
of conservative business interests, was to bring about the removal of the state capital
from Vandalia to Springfield, by means of adroit logrolling. When certain resolutions
denouncing antislavery agitation were passed by the house, Lincoln and a colleague,
Dan Stone, defined their position by a written declaration that slavery was "founded
on both injustice and bad policy, but that the promulgation of abolition doctrines
tends rather to increase than abate its evils." An internal improvement project that
Lincoln promoted in the legislature turned out to be impractical and almost
bankrupted the state. On national issues Lincoln favored the United States Bank and
opposed the presidential policies of Andrew JACKSON and Martin VAN BUREN.
Law Practice

His friend Stuart had encouraged him to study law, and he obtained a license
on Sept. 9, 1836. By this time New Salem was in decline and would soon be a ghost
town. It has since been restored as a state park. On April 15, 1837, Lincoln moved to
Springfield to become Stuart's partner. His conscientious efforts to pay off his debts
had earned him the nickname "Honest Abe," but he was so poor that he arrived in
Springfield on a borrowed horse with all his personal property in his saddlebags.

With the courts in Springfield in session only a few weeks during the year,
lawyers were obliged to travel the circuit in order to make a living. Every year, in
spring and autumn, Lincoln followed the judge from county to county over the
12,000 square miles (31,000 sq km) of the Eighth Circuit. In 1841 he and Stuart
disolved their firm, and Lincoln formed a new partnership with Stephen T. Logan,
who taught him the value of careful preparation and clear, succinct reasoning as
opposed to mere cleverness and oratory. This partnership was in turn dissolved in
1844, when Lincoln took young William H. Herndon, later to be his biographer, as a

partner.
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Marriage

Meanwhile, on Nov. 4, 1842, after a somewhat tumultuous courtship, Lincoln
had married Mary Todd. Brought up in Lexington, Ky., she was a high-spirited,
quick-tempered girl of excellent education and cultural background. Notwithstanding
her vanity, ambition, and unstable temperament and Lincoln's careless ways and
alternating moods of hilarity and dejection, the marriage turned out to be generally
happy. Of their four children, only Robert Todd Lincoln, born on Aug. 1, 1843, lived
to maturity. Edward Baker, who was born on March 10, 1846, died on Feb. 1, 1850;
William Wallace, born Dec. 21, 1850, died on Feb. 20, 1862; and Thomas ("Tad"),
born April 4, 1853, died on July 15, 1871. Though Mrs. Lincoln was by no means
such a shrew as has been asserted, she was difficult to live with. Lincoln responded to
her impulsive and imprudent behavior with tireless patience, forbearance, and
forgiveness. Borne down by grief and illness after her husband's death, Mrs. Lincoln
became so unbalanced at one time that her son Robert had her committed to an
institution.

Congressman

Having attained a position of leadership in state politics and worked
strenuously for the Whig ticket in the presidential election of 1840, Lincoln aspired to
go to CONGRESS. But two other prominent young Whigs of his district, Edward D.
Baker of Springfield and John J. Hardin of Jacksonville, also coveted this distinction.
So Lincoln stepped aside temporarily, first for Hardin, then for Baker, under a sort of
understanding that they would "take a turn about." When Lincoln's turn came in
1846, however, Hardin wished to serve again, and Lincoln was obliged to maneuver
skillfully to obtain the nomination. His district was so predominantly Whig that this
amounted to election, and he won handily over his Democratic opponent.

Lincoln worked conscientiously as a freshman congressman, but was unable to
gain distinction. Both from conviction and party expediency, he went along with the
Whig leaders in blaming the Polk administration for bringing on war with Mexico,
though he always voted for appropriations to sustain it. His opposition to the war was

unpopular in his district, however. When the annexations of territory from Mexico
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brought up the question of the status of slavery in the new lands, Lincoln voted for
the Wilmot Proviso and other measures designed to confine the institution to the
states where it already existed.
Disillusionment with Politics

In the campaign of 1848, Lincoln labored strenuously for the nomination and
election of Gen. Zachary TAYLOR. He served on the Whig National Committee,
attended the national convention at Philadelphia, and made campaign speeches. With
the Whig national ticket victorious, he hoped to share with Baker the control of
federal patronage in his home state. The juiciest plum that had been promised to
Illinois was the position of commissioner of the General Land Office in Washington.
After trying vainly to reconcile two rival candidates for this office, Lincoln tried to
obtain it for himself. But he had little influence with the new administration. The
most that it would offer him was the governorship or secretaryship of the Oregon
Territory. Neither job appealed to him, and he returned to Springfield thoroughly
disheartened.

Never one to repine, however, Lincoln now devoted himself to becoming a
better lawyer and a more enlightened man. Pitching into his law books with greater
zest, he also resumed his study of Shakespeare and mastered the first six books of
Euclid as a mental discipline. At the same time, he renewed acquaintances and won
new friends around the circuit. Law practice was changing as the country developed,
especially with the advent of railroads and the growth of corporations. Lincoln,
conscientiously keeping pace, became one of the state's outstanding lawyers, with a
steadily increasing practice, not only on the circuit but also in the state supreme court
and the federal courts. Regular travel to Chicago to attend court sessions became part
of his routine when Illinois was divided into two federal districts.

Outwardly, however, Lincoln remained unchanged in his simple, somewhat
rustic ways. Six feet four inches (1.9 meters) tall, weighing about 180 pounds (82
kg), ungainly, slightly stooped, with a seamed and rugged countenance and unruly
hair, he wore a shabby old top hat, an ill-fitting frock coat and pantaloons, and

unblacked boots. His genial manner and fund of stories won him a host of friends.
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Yet, notwithstanding his friendly ways, he had a certain natural dignity that
discouraged familiarity and commanded respect.
Return to Politics

Lincoln took only a perfunctory part in the presidential campaign of 1852, and
was rapidly losing interest in politics. Two years later, however, an event occurred
that roused him, he declared, as never before. The status of slavery in the national
territories, which had been virtually settled by the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and
the Compromise of 1850, now came to the fore. In 1854, Stephen A. Douglas, whom
Lincoln had known as a young lawyer and legislator and who was now a Democratic
leader in the U. S. SENATE, brought about the repeal of a crucial section of the
Missouri Compromise that had prohibited slavery in the Louisiana Purchase north of
the line of 36degrees 30&;. Douglas substituted for it a provision that the people in
the territories of Kansas and Nebraska could admit or exclude slavery as they chose.
The congressional campaign of 1854 found Lincoln back onthe stump in behalf of the
antislavery cause, speaking with a new authority gained from self-imposed
intellectual discipline. Henceforth, he was a different Lincoln ambitious, as before,
but purged of partisan pettiness and moved instead by moral earnestness.

The Kansas-Nebraska Act so disrupted old party lines that when the Illinois
legislature met to elect a U.S. senator to succeed Douglas' colleague, James Shields, it
was evident that the Anti-Nebraska group drawn from both parties had the votes to
win, if the antislavery Whigs and antislavery Democrats could united on a candidate.
However, the Whigs backed Lincoln, and the Democrats supported Lyman Trumbull.
though Lincoln commanded far more strength than Trumbull, the latter's supporters
were resolved never to desert him for a Whig. As their stubbornness threatened to
result in the election of a proslavery Democrat, Lincoln instructed his own backers to
vote for Trumbull, thus assuring the latter's election.

Campaigns of 1856 and 1858

With old party lines sundered, the antislavery factions in the North gradually

coalesced to form a new party, which took the name REPUBLICAN. Lincoln stayed

aloof at the beginning, fearing that it would be dominated by the radical rather than
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the moderate antislavery element. Also, he hoped for a resurgence of the Whig party,
in which he had attained a position of state leadership. But as the presidential
campaign of 1856 approached, he cast his lot with the new party. In the national
convention, which nominated John C. Frémont for president, Lincoln received 110
ballots for the VICE-PRESIDENTIAL nomination, which went eventually to
William L. Dayton of New Jersey. Though Lincoln had favored Justice John
McLean, he worked faithfully for Frémont, who showed surprising strength,
notwithstanding his defeat by the Democratic candidate, James BUCHANAN.

With Senator Douglas running for reelection in 1858, Lincoln was recognized
in Illinois as the strongest man to oppose him. Endorsed by Republican meetings all
over the state and by the Republican State Convention, he opened his campaign with
the famous declaration: "*A house divided against itself cannot stand.' I believe this
government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free." Lincoln challenged
Douglas to a series of seven joint debates, and these became the most spectacular
feature of the campaign. Douglas refused to take a position on the rightfulness or
wrongfulness of slavery, and offered his "popular sovereignty" doctrine as the
solution of the problem. Lincoln, on the other hand, insisted that slavery was
primarily a moral issue and offered as his solution a return to the principles of the
Founding Fathers, which tolerated slavery where it existed but looked to its ultimate
extinction by preventing its spread. The Republicans polled the larger number of
votes in the election, but an outdated apportionment of seats in the legislature
permitted Douglas to win the senatorship.

Election of 1860

Friends began to urge Lincoln to run for president. He held back, but did
extend his range of speechmaking beyond Illinois. on Feb. 27, 1860, at Cooper
Union, in New York City, he delivered an address on the need for restricting slavery
that put him in the forefront of Republican leadership. The enthusiasm evoked by this
speech and others overcame Lincoln's reluctance. On May 9 and 10, the Illinois
Republican convention, meeting in Decatur, instructed the state's delegates to the

national convention to vote as a unit for him.
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When that convention met in Chicago on May 16, Lincoln's chances were
better than was generally supposed. William H. Seward, the acknowledged party
leader, and other aspirants all had political liabilities of some sort. As Lincoln's
managers maneuvered behind the scenes, more and more delegates lined up behind
the "Illinois Rail Splitter." Seward led on the first ballot, but on the third ballot
Lincoln obtained the required majority.

A split in the Democratic party, which resulted in the nomination of Douglas
by one faction and of John C. Breckinridge by the other, made Lincoln's ELECTION
a certainty. Lincoln polled 1,865,593 votes to Douglas' 1,382,713, and Breckinridge's
848,356. John Bell, candidate of the Constitutional Union party, polled 592,906. The
ELECTORAL vote was Lincoln, 180; Breckinridge, 72; Bell, 39; and Douglas, 12.
Presidency

On Feb. 11, 1861, Lincoln left Springfield to take up his duties as president.
Before him lay, as he recognized, "a task ... greater than that which rested upon
[George] Washington." The seven states of the lower South had seceded from the
Union, and Southern delegates meeting in Montgomery, Ala., had formed a new,
separate government. Before Lincoln reached the national capital, Jefferson Davis
was inaugurated as President of the Confederate States of America. The four states of
the upper South teetered on the brink of secession, and disunion sentiment was
rampant in the border states of Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri.

When Lincoln reached Washington on February 23, he found the national
government incapable of meeting the crisis. President James Buchanan deplored
secession but could not check it, and Congress fruitlessly debated compromise. The
national treasury was near bankruptcy; the civil service was riddled with
secessionists; and the miniscule armed forces were being weakened by defection of
officers to the South.

It was not immediately evident that Lincoln could avert the dissolution of the
United States. Few American presidents have assumed office under greater
handicaps. Warned of an attempt on his life being planned in Baltimore, Lincoln had

to enter the national capital surreptitiously, arriving after a secret midnight journey
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from Harrisburg, Pa. Widely publicized, the episode did little to inspire public
confidence in the government or to create an image of Lincoln as a dynamic leader.
That so many citizens could believe their new president a coward was evidence of a
more serious handicap under which Lincoln labored: he was virtually unknown to the
American people. Lincoln's record as an Illinois state legislator, as a one-term
member of the House of Representatives in the 1840's, and as an unsuccessful
senatorial candidate against Douglas was not one to inspire confidence in his abilities.
Even the leaders of the Republican party had little acquaintance with the new
President.

Almost at the outset, Lincoln demonstrated that he was a poor administrator.
Accustomed, as his law partner William H. Herndon said, to filing legal papers in his
top hat, Lincoln conducted the administration of the national govern ment in the same
fashion. Selecting for his cabinet spokesmen of the diverse elements that constituted
the Republican party, he surrounded himself with men of such conflicting views that
he could not rely on them to work together. Cabinet sessions rarely dealt with serious
issues. Usually, Lincoln permitted cabinet officers free rein in running their
departments.

Nor was Lincoln an effective leader of his party in the Congress, where after
secession the Republicans had overwhelming majorities. Long a Whig, vigilant
against executive "usurpation,” he earnestly felt that as president he ought not to exert
even "indirect influence to affect the action of congress." In consequence there was
poor rapport between Capitol Hill and the WHITE HOUSE. Even those measures that
the President earnestly advocated were weakened or defeated by members of his own
party. But on important issues relating to the conduct of the war and the restoration of
the Union, Lincoln followed his own counsel, ignoring the opinions of Congress.

More than counterbalancing these deficiencies, however, were Lincoln's
strengths. Foremost was his unflinching dedication to the preservation of the Union.
Convinced that the United States was more than an ordinary nation, that it was a
proving ground for the idea of democratic government, Lincoln felt that he was

leading a struggle to preserve "the last, best hope of earth." Despite war-weariness
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and repeated defeats, he never wavered in his "paramount object." To restore national
unity he would do what was necessary, without regard to legalistic construction of the
CONSTITUTION, political objections in Congress, or personal popularity.

Partly because of that single-minded dedication, the American people, in time, gave
to Lincoln a loyalty that proved to be another of his great assets. Making himself
accessible to all who went to the White House, Lincoln learned what ordinary
citizens felt about their government. In turn, his availability helped create in the
popular mind the stereotype of "Honest Abe," the people's president, straightforward,
and sympathetic.

Lincoln's mastery of rhetoric further endeared him to the public. In an age of
pretentious orators, he wrote clearly and succinctly. Purists might object when he said
that the Confederates in one engagement "turned tail and ran," but the man in the
street approved. Lincoln's 268-word address at the dedication of the national
cemetery at Gettysburg meant more than the preceding two-hour oration by Edward
Everett.

Another of Lincoln's assets was the fact that he was a genius at the game of
politics. He astutely managed the patronage at his disposal, distributing favors so as
to bind local politicians to his administration and to undermine potential rivais for the
presidency. He understood the value of silence and secrecy in politics and refrained
from creating divisive issues or causing needless confrontations. He was
extraordinarily flexible and pragmatic in the means he employed to restore the Union.
"My policy," he frequently said, "is to have no policy." That did not mean that his
was a course of drift. Instead, it reflected his understanding that, as president, he
could only handle problems as they arose, confident that popular support for his
solutions would be forthcoming.

Lincoln believed that the ultimate decision in the Civil War was beyond his, or
any other man's, control. "Now, at the end of three years struggle," he wrote, as the
war reached its climax, "the nation's condition is not what either party, or any man,

devised or expected. God alone can claim it."
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Sumter Crisis

In 1861, Lincoln's weaknesses were more evident than his strengths.
Immediately after his inauguration he faced a crisis over Fort Sumter in the
Charleston (S. C.) harbor, one of the few remaining U.S. forts in the seceded states
still under federal control. Informed that the troops would have to be supplied or
withdrawn, the inexperienced President anxiously explored solutions. Withdrawal
would appear a cowardly backdown, but reinforcing the fort might precipitate
hostilities. Lincoln painfully concluded that he would send supplies to Sumter and let
the Confederates decide whether to fire on the flag of the Union. Historians differ as
to whether Lincoln anticipated that hostilities would follow his decision, but they
agree that Lincoln was determined that he would not order the first shot fired.
Informed of the approach of the federal supply fleet, Confederate authorities at
Charleston during the early hours of April 12 decided to bombard the fort. Thus, the
Civil War began.

Because Congress was not in session, Lincoln moved swiftly to mobilize the
Union by executive order. His requisition to the states for 75,000 volunteers
precipitated the secession of Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas.
Kentucky tried to adopt an official policy of "neutrality," while secession sentiment
in Maryland was so strong that for a time Washington, D.C., was cut off from
communication with the North. In order to restore order, Lincoln directed that the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus be suspended, at first along the line between
Washington and Philadelphia and later throughout most of the North, so that known
secessionists and persons suspected of disloyalty could be held without trial. At the
same time the President, without congressional authorization--and thus in direct
violation of the Constitution ordered an increase in the size of the regular Army and
Navy. Doubting the loyalty of certain government officials, he also entrusted public
funds to private agents in New York to purchase arms and supplies.

When the 37th Congress assembled in special session on July 4, 1861, it was
thus confronted with a fait accompli. The President, acting in his capacity as

commander in chief, had put himself at the head of the whole Union war effort,
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arrogating to himself greater powers than those claimed by any previous American
president. His enemies termed him a dictator and a tyrant. In fact, his power was
limited, partly by his own instincts, partly by the knowledge that his actions would be
judged in four years at the polls, and chiefly by the inadequacy of the federal
bureaucracy.

Nevertheless, the role of Congress was sharply defined: it could appropriate
money to support the war, it could initiate legislation on issues not related to the war,
it could debate questions relating to the conflict. But direction of the Union war effort
was to remain firmly in Lincoln's hands.

Military Policy

The first responsibility of the President was the successful prosecution of the
war against the Confederate States. In this duty he was hampered by the lack of a
strong military tradition in America and by the shortage of trained officers. During
the early months of the conflict the War Department was headed by Simon Cameron,
and corruption and inefficiency were rife. Not until January, 1862, when Lincoln
replaced Cameron with the imperious but efficient Edwin M. Stanton, was some
semblance of order brought to the procurement of supplies for the federal armies.
Navy secretary Gideon Welles was above suspicion, but he was inexperienced in
nautical affairs and cautious in accepting innovations, such as the ironclad monitors.

Even more difficult was the task of finding capable general officers. At first the
President gave supreme command of the Union forces to the elderly Gen. Winfield
Scott. After the Confederate victory at the first battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861),
Lincoln increasingly entrusted power to George B. McClellan, a brilliant organizer
and administrator. But McClellan's caution, his secretiveness, and his willingness to
strip the defenses of Washington the better to attack Richmond led Lincoln to look
elsewhere for military advice. Borrowing "a large number of strategical works" from
the Library of Congress, he attempted to direct the overall conduct of the war himself
by issuing a series of presidential general war orders. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, whom

Lincoln brought to Washington as a strategic planner, served more as a glorified
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clerk, and the President repeatedly exercised personal supervision over the
commanders in the field.

Not until the emergence of Ulysses S. GRANT, hero of Vicksburg and
Chattanooga, did Lincoln find a general to whom he could entrust overall direction of
the war. Even then, the President kept a close eye on military operations, advising
and even occasionally overruling the general, but mostly supporting and encouraging
him.

Emancipation

Strongly opposed to slavery, Lincoln made a sharp distinction between his
personal views and his public responsibilities. He had been elected on a platform that
pledged not to interfere with the "peculiar institution” in states where it already
existed and had sworn to uphold a Constitution that protected Southern rights. From
the first day of the war, however, he was under pressure from the more extreme
antislavery men in his own party to strike at slavery as the mainspring of the
rebellion. Counterbalancing this pressure was the need to conciliate opinion in the
border states, which still recognized slavery but were loyal to the Union. Any move
against slavery, Lincoln feared, would cause their secession.

Wartime pressure inescapably forced the president toward emancipation.
Foreign powers could not be expected to sympathize with the North, when both the
Union and the Confederate governments were pledged to uphold slavery. As the war
dragged on, more and more northerners saw the absurdity of continuing to protect the
"peculiar institution," which, by keeping a subservient labor force on the farms,
permitted the Confederates to put proportionately more of their able-bodied white
men into their armies. When Union casualties mounted, even racist northerners began
to favor enlisting blacks in the Union armies.

As sentiment for emancipation mounted, Lincoln was careful to keep complete
control of the problem in his own hands. He sharply overruled premature efforts by
two of his military commanders, Frémont in Missouri and David Hunter in the Sea

Islands off the coast of South Carolina, to declare slaves in their military theaters
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free. At the same time, the President urged the border states to accept a program of
gradual emancipation, with federal compensation.

By midsummer of 1862, however, it was evident that these efforts would not
be successful. Still troubled by divided Union sentiment and still uncertain of his
constitutional powers to act, Lincoln prepared to issue an emancipation proclamation.
Secretary of State William H. Seward, however, persuaded him that such an order,
issued at the low point of Union military fortunes, would be taken as evidence of
weakness. The President postponed his move until after the Battle of Antietam. Then,
on Sept. 22, 1862, he issued his preliminary proclamation, announcing that after 100
days all slaves in states still in rebellion would be forever free. This was followed, in
due course, by the definitive Emancipation Proclamation of Jan. 1, 1863.

Because the proclamation exempted slavery in the border states and in all
Confederate territory already under the control of Union armies and because Lincoln
was not certain that his action would be sustained by the Supreme Court, he strongly
urged Congress to adopt the 13th Amendment, forever abolishing slavery throughout
the country. Congressional action on this measure was completed in January 1865.
Lincoln considered the amendment "the complete consummation of his own work,
the emancipation proclamation.”

Foreign Relations

Never having traveled abroad and having few acquaintances in the courts of
Europe, Lincoln, for the most part, left the conduct of foreign policy to Seward. Yet,
at critical times he made his influence felt. Early in his administration, when Seward
recklessly proposed to divert attention from domestic difficulties by threatening a war
against Spain and perhaps other powers, the President quietly squelched the project.
Again, in 1861, Lincoln intervened to tone down a dispatch Seward wrote to Charles
Francis Adams, the U.S. minister in London, which probably would have led to a
break in diplomatic relations with Britain. In the Trent affair, that same year, when
Union Capt. Charles Wilkes endangered the peace by removing two Confederate
emissaries from a British ship and taking them into custody, Lincoln took a

courageous but unpopular stand by insisting that the prisoners be released.
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Wartime Politics

Throughout the war Lincoln was the subject of frequent, and often vitriolic,
attacks, both from the Democrats who thought he was proceeding too drastically
against slavery and from the Radicals in his own party--men like Charles Sumner,
Benjamin F. Wade, and Zachariah Chandler--who considered him slow and
ineffective. Partisan newspapers abused the President as "a slangwhanging stump
speaker,” a "half-witted usurper,” a "mole-eyed" monster with "soul .. of
leather,""the present turtle at the head of the government." Men of his own party
openly charged that he was "unfit," a "political coward," a "dictator,""timid and
ignorant,""shattered, dazed, utterly foolish."

A minority president in 1861, Lincoln lost further support in the congressional
elections of 1862, when Democrats took control of the crucial states of New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. As the 1864 election approached, it was
clear that Lincoln would face formidable opposition for reelection, not merely from a
Democratic candidate but from rivals within his own party. Republican anti-Lincoln
sentiment centered on treasury secretary Salmon P. Chase, who was working with the
Radical critics of Lincoln in Congress. The Chase boom failed, however, chiefly
because Lincoln insisted upon keeping the ambitious secretary in his cabinet. At the
same time, Lincoln's own agents were working quietly to sew up the state delegations
to the Republican national convention. Even Chase's own state of Ohio pledged to
vote for Lincoln. Facing certain defeat, Chase withdrew from the race, but Lincoln
kept him in the cabinet until after the Republican national convention, which met in
Baltimore in June 1864.

Lacking a prominent standard bearer, some disgruntled Republicans gathered
in Cleveland in May 1864 to nominate Frémont, but the movement never made much
headway. Radical pressure was powerful enough, however, to persuade Lincoln to
drop the most outspokenly conservative member of his cabinet, Postmaster General
Montgomery Blair, and Frémont withdrew from the race. Lincoln's Republican critics

continued to hope they could summon a new national convention, which would
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replace the President with a more Radical candidate, but this scheme died with news
of Union military victories.

For a time Democratic opposition in 1864 to Lincoln's reelection also appeared
to be formidable, for people were tired of the endless war and disinclined to fight for
the liberty of black men. But the Democrats found it impossible to bring together the
two major groups of Lincoln's critics those who wanted the President to end the war,
and those who wanted him to prosecute it more vigorously. Meeting at Chicago in
August, the Democratic national convention nominated a candidate, Gen. George B.
McClellan, pledged to the successful conclusion of the war on a platform that called
the war a failure. McClellan's repudiation of this peace plank showed how
fundamentally splits were the Democrats.

Whatever chance the Democrats had in 1864 was lost when the war at last
began to favor the Union cause. By the late summer of 1864, Grant had forced Lee
back into the defenses of Richmond and Petersburg. In the West, Sherman's
advancing army captured Atlanta on September 2. At the same time, Admiral
Farragut's naval forces closed the key Confederate port of Mobile.

When the ballots were cast in November, the results reflected both these Union
triumphs and the rift among the opposition. Lincoln carried every state except
Kentucky, Delaware, and New Jersey. He polled 2,206,938 popular votes to
McClellan's 1,803,787 and won an electoral vote victory of 212 to 21. It must be
remembered, however, that voters in the seceded states, the strongholds of the
Democratic party, did not participate in the election.

Life in the White House

Beset by military, diplomatic, and political problems, the President tried to
keep his family life as normal as possible. The two youngest Lincoln boys, Thomas
(Tad) and William Wallace (Willie), were high spirited lads. Their older brother, the
sober Robert Todd Lincoln, was less frequently in Washington, because he was first a
student at Harvard and later an aide to General Grant. Despite the snobbishness of
Washington society and criticisms from those who wanted all social affairs

suspended because of the war, the Lincolns continued to hold receptions in the White
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House. But the President found these affairs costly and tiring. He would slip away
late at night after a White House party to visit the telegraph room of the War
Department to read the latest dispatches from the front. He never took a vacation, but
in summer he moved his family to the cooler and more secluded Soldier's Home in
Washington.

Lincoln visibly aged during the war years, and by 1865 he appeared almost
haggard. His life was made harder by personal trials. Early in 1862, Willie died of
typhoid. His mother, always high-strung and hysterical, suffered a nervous
breakdown, and Lincoln had to watch over her with careful solicitude. But Lincoln
emerged from his public and private agonies with a new serenity of soul. Any trace of
vanity or egotism was burned out by the fires of war. In his second inaugural address,
his language reached a new level of eloquence. Urging his countrymen to act "with
malice toward none; with charity for all," he looked beyond the end of the war toward
binding up the nation's wounds, so as to "achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace."

Reconstruction

From the start of the Civil War, Lincoln was deeply concerned about the terms
under which the Southern states, once subdued, should be restored to the Union. He
had no fixed plan for reconstruction. At the outset, he would have welcomed a simple
decision on the part of any Southern state government to rescind its ordinance of
secession and return its delegation to Congress. By 1863, however, to this war aim of
union he added that of liberty, for he now insisted that emancipation of the slaves was
a necessary condition for restoration. By the end of the war he was beginning to add a
third condition, equality, for he realized that minimal guarantees of civil rights for
blacks were essential. Privately, he let it be known that he favored extending the
franchise in the Southern states to some of the blacks--"as, for instance, the very
intelligent, and especially those who have fought gallantly in our ranks."

As to means by which to achieve these goals, Lincoln was also flexible. When
Union armies advanced into the South, he appointed military governors for the states

that were conquered. Most notable of these was the military governor of Tennessee,
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Andrew JOHNSON, who became Lincoln's running mate in 1864. In December
1863, Lincoln enunciated a comprehensive reconstruction program, pledging pardon
and amnesty to Confederates who were prepared to swear loyalty to the Union and
promising to turn back control of local governments to the civil authorities in the
South when as few as 10% of the 1860 voting population participated in the elections.
Governments operating under this 10% plan were set up in Louisiana and Arkansas
and soon were petitioning for readmission to Congress.

Inevitably Lincoln's program ran into opposition, both because it represented a
gigantic expansion of presidential powers and because it appeared not to give
adequate guarantees to the freedmen. Defeating an attempt to seat the senators from
the new government in Arkansas, Radical Republicans in Congress in July 1864 set
forth their own terms for restoration in the far harsher Wade-Davis Bill. When
Lincoln pocket-vetoed this measure, declaring that he was "unprepared to be
inflexibly committed to any single plan of reconstruction,” Radicals accused him of
"dictatorial usurpation."

The stage was set for further conflict over reconstruction when Congress
reassembled in December 1864, just after Lincoln's reelection. Assisted by the
Democrats, the Radicals forced Lincoln's supporters to drop the bill to readmit
Louisiana. Lincoln was deeply saddened by the defeat. "Concede that the new
government of Louisiana is only to what it should be as the egg is to the fowl," he
said, "shall we sooner have the fowl by hatching the egg than by smashing it?" On
April 11, 1865, in his last public address, the President defended his reconstruction
policy.

Death

Three days later, the President was shot by the actor John Wilkes Booth while
attending a performance at Ford's Theater in Washington. He died at 7:22 the
following morning, April 15, 1865. After lying in state in the Capitol, his body was
taken to Springfield, Ill., where he was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery.
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About the USA in Russian

Tocynapctso B CeBepHoit AMepuke, cocTosllee H3 SO WTaToB M TEppUTOPHA
[Myapro-Puko, Amepukanckoe Camoa, I'yam u BupruHckue octposa. Ha cesepe
rpannuut ¢ KaHagod, Ha iore - ¢ Mekcukoil. Ha BocTOke oOMBIBaETCA
ATNaHTHYeCKHM OKEaHOM, Ha tore - MeKCHKaHCKHUM 3anuBoM, Ha 3amane - THXHM
okearoM. [Tnowmans ctpaHbl 9666861 kM2, U3 koTOphix 1693438 kM2 npuxoAHUTCS HA
Anscky u 16729 kM2 Ha aBaiin. Camas BeicoKast Touka cTpaHbl (M Bcel CeBepHO#
AMepuKku) HaxonuTcs Ha Ansicke - ropa Mak-Kunnu (6194 M), caMoe HM3KO€ MeCTO -
Honuna cmeptr (86 M HHXe ypoBHs Mops) - HaxoauTcs B Kanudopuun. Cpeanss
BbicoTa Tepputopun CoenuHeHHbix LlTaToB okono 760 M Han ypoBHeM Mops. Oxoio
MOJIOBUHBI TEPPUTOPHUH CTPaHbl 3aHMMAIOT FOpHblE XpeOThbl, MIOCKOropbs M MaTo
Kopauneep; BocTouHylo okpauHy nosica Kopanibep o6pasytoT xpe6Tel CranucThix
rop BhicoToii Gonee 4000 M. Ha BocToke HaxomATcs Annanadckue ropel (2037 m).
Mexny KopaunbepaMu 1 Annanadamu jiexat oGLIMpHbIE BHYTPEHHHE PaBHMHBI -
Llentpanshbie, Benukue - u [NMpumekcukaHckas HHU3MeHHocTh. Ha 3amapme crtpaHsl
MHOTHe pekH oOpa3yloT BeJHKOJNENHOH KpacoTbl KaHbOHBI, pa3buBas ropHble
xpe6Tbl. Ha ceBepe ctpannl HaxomuTcs uenb Benukux osep - BepxHee, MuuuraH,
I'ypoH, Opu 1 OnTapuo - 3anuMMarollas rowans okono 200000 kM2. B nexnHukoBbId
MEpHON B CTPaHe BO3HHKJIO HECKOJIbKO JECATKOB TBICAY MEJKHX oO3ep, Cpeau
KOTOpbIX 0Ccob6eHHO BblaensloTcs Bunnaunecok, Kaiora u Illanneiin Ha cesepo-
BOCTOKe CTpaHbl H BHHHH6aro, KpacHoe u Musn-Jlake - B 3anaaHoit yactu. B LllTare
IOta pacnonoxeno Bonbuwoe ConeHoe 03epo, Takke 06pa3OBaHHOE J€XHHKAMM.
Pexu Boctoka CoenuHeHHbIX LLITaTOB, rNaBHBIMH CpeiH KOTOPbIX ABNAOTCA ['yaA30H,
Hdenasap, CackexanHa, [Toromak W CaBaHHa BecbMa MOJIHOBOAHBIE H CYHOXOIHbI
NpaKTHYeCKM Ha BCeM MNpoTsHkeHHMH. Pexu LeHTpa crpaHbl, Takue kak Oraiio,
TenHeccu, Unnuuoiic ¥ MHuccucunK BecHO# 4acTo pa3MBalOTCA, a XapKHM JIETOM
YPOBEHb BOIBI B HUX 3aMeTHO najaet. Jlanee Ha 3amaj pacrnofioxeHbl TaKHe PeKH Kak
Muccypu, Apkansac, Puo-I'panae, Konopamo, Cakpamenrto, CHefik, KonymGus.

I'naBHoO#H peko#t Ansicku spasercs IOxoH. Hacenenue Coemnnennsix llTtatos (mo
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oueHke Ha 1998 rox) cocrapiser okono 270312000 yenoBek, cpelHss NMIOTHOCTb
HaceNeHns OKoJo 28 uyenoBek Ha KM2. DTHHYecKHe rpynnbel: AMEpHKa O4Ye€Hb
MHOrOHAlMOHANIbHAs CTpaHa ¢ GONIBIIMM KOJNHWYECTBOM HALIMOHAIBHOCTEH, MHOTHE
M3 KOTOPBIX COXPaHHIM CBOM A3bIK H TPaJHLHH; €CIH XK€ IT0APa3e/IMTh HaceleHHe
Ha TPy 10 PacoBLIM NPU3HaKaM, TO Genble coctaBnsoT 83,4% HaceneHus (Cpenu
HHX OCOOEHHO BBIAENAIOTCA AMACMOpbl HpNAHALUEB, UTAIbAHLEB, €BPEEB, PYCCKHX,
IOJIAKOB, yKpauHLeB), appHKaHUbl (B OCHOBHOM MOTOMKM paboB, 3aBE3EHHBIX C
Adpukanckoro koHtuHeHTa B XVIII Beke) - 12,4%, asmaTel M KHTENH
THXOOKEaHCKMX OCTpOBOB - 3,3%, aMepukaHckue WHAeHIbI (KOPEHHBIE XHTENH
CoenuHennsix IltaToB)- Menee 1%. SI3bik: aHrauiickuil (rocysapcTBEHHbIi), OKOJIO
32 mumnnoHoB xureneit CILIA nosnb3yercs Takke BTOPBIM SI3BIKOM, CaMbIMH
HONYNAPHBIMH CPEelM HUX ABJAIOTCHA - MCMAHCKHUM, KUTAHCKHH, PyCCKHH, MONLCKUH,
Kope#cKHii, BbeTHaMCKUii, MOPTYrajIbCKHUi, ANOHCKHH, rpedeckuit, apabCckuil, XHHH,
YPAY, HOMLI, TalWckuil, apMAHCKMHA, HaBaxo. BepoucrnoBemaHue: XpHCTHaHE
cocTaBIAlOT GonbluMHCTBO Bepyrouero Hacenenus CILIA,1,8%, enuckonanbHas
uepkoBb - 1,7%, Gosbuwioe KONMYECTBO XHTeled NpPHHAMIEXAT NPaBOCIABHOM
LEpKBH; Cpeld caMbIX CpefiH HuX Goinblie Bcero KaTOJNMKOB - 26%, GanmTHCThI -
19,4%, Metonuctel - 8%, mpecBuTepHaHUbl - 2,8%, MATHAECATHHKH - OONBLIMX
HEXPHUCTHAHCKMX TpYNn BBIAENAIOTCA uyAeH - 2%, MycynbMaHe, OyIIHCTHI,
unnyuctsl. Cronuua - Bawmnrron. Kpynueiimme ropopa: Hero-Mopk (7333000
yenoBek), Jloc-Anmxkenec (3448000 yenosek), Yukaro (2731000 uenoBek), XpOCTOH
(1702000 4yenosek), dunapenspus (1524000 uenosek), Can-Hduero (1151000
yenosek). ®enuxc (1048000 uenosex), Jannac (1022000 yenosex), CaH-AHTOHHO
(988000 uyenosek), Merpoiit (992000 yenosek), Can-PpaHuucko (734000 yenosek),
bantumop (702000 uenosek), Bawmmarron (567000 uenosex), bocron (547000
yenoBek), Cuatn (520000 yenosek). I'ocyaapcTBeHHOE YCTPOHCTBO - (enepaTHBHas
pecmy6nuxka. I'taBa rocynapctsa - npe3uneHT Obama Bapak XyceitH (B JOMKHOCTH C
20 sHBapa 2009 roaa). [JenexxHas eauHuua - pomnap CHIA. Cpennss
MPOAO/KUTENBHOCTD XH3HH: 73 roaa - MyX4HHbI, 79 JeT - XEHIUHHbl. YpOBEHb

poxxnaemoctd (Ha 1000 yenosek) - 14,4. YpoBeHb cMepTHOCTH (Ha 1000 yenoBek) -
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8,8. TocynapcTBenHoe o6paioBanue Ha TeppuTopud CoenuHenHpix LllTaToB
nossunock Toasko B kohue XVIII peka, onHako H no storo B CeepHoilt AMepuke
NPOUCXOAMNH BaXKHble HCTOpHuecKHe cobbiTHA. B koHue XV Beka KOHTHHEHT
CesepHoii Amepuku 6bin oTkpeiT Xpuctodopom Konymbom, u Hcnanus 3aHana
o61upHbie TeppuTopun CepepHoii, LientpanbHoit u FOxHo# AMepnku. BputaHckuid
mopenasarens KaGot goctur 6eperos CesepHoit AMepuku B 1497 rony, nocie 4ero
BenukoOpHTaHUs NpeabsBUia NpeTEH3UH HAa BeCh KOHTHHEHT. KOHTHHEHT Hacensno
MHOXECTBO pa3IMYHBIX MHAEHCKMX TIiemeH obiell uyuciaeHHocThio okono 10
MHJUTHOHOB YenoBek. OIHAaKo MeCTHble XHTENH CTajld B OCHOBHOM )KEpPTBOH
MHOro4YMCleHHBIX Gone3Heil, 3aBe3eHHbIX eBponeiLiaMH, NMPOTHB KOTOPBIX Y HUX He
6b110 MMMYHHUTeTa. ['punn, Tug, KOpb, BeTpsAHas OCMa YHHYTOXWIH 3a nepsble 150
ner mocne npubbiTHA eBpomnedueB okono 95% MecTHoro HaceneHus. IlepBbiM
€BpOMNEHCKHM MoceneHHeM Ha TeppHTOpUH coBpeMeHHbIX CoenuHeHHbix Llltatos
661 ropon CaH-ABryctTuH B 1666 romy. OmHako caMbiX KpYMHBIX YCMEXOB B
KOJIOHM3allHH KOHTHHEHTa nobunack AHMIMA, KoTopas Kk Hayany XVII Bexa umena
OGIIHpHBIE TEPPUTOPHH HA BOCTOYHOM Nobeperxbe KOHTHHeHTa. B konue XVIII pexa
B AMEpHKaHCKHX KOJNOHHMAX BenHkoGpHTaHMH BO3HHKIO MOLIHOE ABHXXCHHE 3a
HE3aBHCHUMOCTh, BbUIMBLIeeCs B BOWHY 3a He3aBHCHMocTh B 1774-1776 ropax.
Bropoii KoHTHHeHTaNbHBI KOHrpecc MpPOBO3MIACHN HE3aBMCMMOCTb KOJIOHHMH 2
uions 1776 roaa, a yepes aBa AHA Gbu10 06HapoNOBaHO oHUHANBHOE 3asBleHHE 06
obpa3oBaHHM HOBOro rocymapctsa. B nepuwon Mexay 1776 u 1866 romamu
AMmepHKaHcKass kKoH¢enepauus Bbipocna ¢ 13 mepBoHayanbHbIX IITaTOB J0 36,
NPHCOEAHHHB OOLUMPHbIE TEPPHTOPHH Ha 3anaje  lore KOHTHHeHTa. Texac, OperoH
H Hbio-MekcHko 6bulM caMbiMH KPYMHBIMH NpHoOpeTeHHsMH. B 3To ke Bpems
cTpaHa nepexuia packon Ha FOr u Ceep, pasnnyaBliuHecs, B OCHOBHOM, B3rJjisaaMH
Ha OTMeHy pabGcTBa B cTpaHe. B pesynpTate Mexay ABYMs 4YacTAMH CTpaHbl
BCMIBIXHYJIa rpaKdaHCKas  BOHHa, 3akoHuMBlascs nobemoii CeBepa
BOCCcOoeiMHeHHeM cTpaHbl. B Hauane XX Beka CoenuHenHble LlTaTel 06BsBHAM O
HelTpanuTeTe, OfHaKO Hayasluasca B 1914 rony nepBas MHpOBas BOiiHA BbIHyIMJa

CTpaHy BCTYNHMTb B BOHHY, XOTA M Ha mocieaHeM ee 3tane (6 anpena 1917 roaa).
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IMocne Bo#iHBI cCTpaHa mepeXHna HECKOJNBKO BaXHBIX [EPHOJOB CBOETO
3KOHOMHYECKOrO Ppa3BHUTHA: cyxod 3akoH 1920-1932 romos, NaBIUHA MOLUHBIMH
TONYOK POCTY YMCNa MpeCTYMHBIX IPyNIMPOBOK B CTpaHe M Benukyio menpeccuto
30-x ronos, B pe3ynsTare KOTOpoii Gosee 10 MHJITMOHOB aMepHKaHLEB OKa3alUCh
6e3 pabotel. Bo BTopyio MupoByio BoiiHyCoeauHeHHsie LLiTaTel BcTynunu 7 nexabps
1941 rona, xorna BoeHHas 6a3a B Ilepn-XapGope Obina aTakoBaHa AMOHCKHMH
camosietaMHd, B aekabpe BoiiHy CoenuneHHbiM llltaTam o6bsBHIM ['epMaHus H
Hranna. OcHoBHble GoeBble AeiiCTBHUA aMepHKaHCKas apMus Bena B THX0OKeaHCKOM
peruoHe u ¢ 1944 rona - B EBpomne nocne Boicanky Bo (PpaHUMH COIO3HHYECKHX
Boiick. B aBrycre 1946 aBrycra CoenunenHnle IlltaTsl, onacasich Gosblinx norepb
JHYHOrO COCTaBa MpH BO3MOXHOH Bhicazke Ha SINOHCKHe ocTpoBa, cOpOCHIH Ha
Xupocumy 1 Haracaku nBe aToMHble 60MGBI, YHECLIHE XKH3HH COTEH THICAY MHUPHBIX
rpaxzaad. B xoHue 40-x - Havyane 50-x ronoB CLLIA nepexunu nepuoA OXOTHI Ha
KOMMYHHCTOB H "HeOnaroHaexHsIX" rpaxaaH, Ha3biBaeMblil ere "0XoTa Ha BebM".
B 1964 rony CILLIA ¢axTHyecku Hayanu y4acTHe BO BbETHAMCKOH BOHHe, Oka3aB
nomomte Pecmy6nnke BbeTHam Ha jore cHayala MOCBUIKOH CBOHX BOEHHbIX
COBETHHKOB, a 103)Ke U apMEHCKHUX MoApa3jeieHNi, YUCIEHHOCTh KOTOPBIX B KOHLIE
60-x romoB mpesricuna S00 Teicau uenosek. B camux CoemnHeHHbix Llrtarax
Pa3BepHYJIOCH MOLIIHOE aHTHBOEHHOE JBHXXEHHE H B Hayase 70-X roJoB YHCIEHHOCTh
perynspHeIx Boiick Bo BreTHame Obuta cokpauiena Ha 350 Thicay yenosek. B 1975
rony CoenunenHbie lllTaThl OKOHYATENbHO BHIBENM CBOM BoWcka M3 BneTHama.
Cpean nocnemuux cobbitit B Hcropun CLIIA Heo6XOAMMO  BHLAENHUTDH
TeppopHcTHUeckuif akT B Oknaxoma-CHTH, yHeCIUHi >XM3HH HECKOJbKHX COTeH
4YeloBeK M akTHBHYIO JesarenbHocTh CIIIA Ha MexayHapoaHo#  apeHe,
BRIPa3HBLUIYIOCH B MOANHCAaHHH MHpPHOro cornaweHus mexay Hspaunem u OOIl B
1993 ropy, BoccraHoBneHMM AeMOKpaTHH Ha I'autH B 1994 romy, moanucaHuu
Heiitonckoro MupHoro cornameHus no Bocuumn u [epuerosuse, dakTHueckH
MONOXHBILEro KOHel| rpaKJaHCKO# BoHHe Ha TeppuTopuu ObiBlie#i KOrocnasuu B
1995 romy. Coenmunennsie llltatel sBnsiorcs wienom OOH, T'ATT, ®AO,
IOHECKO, BO3, MB®, HATO, OpraHu3audd aMepHKaHCKMX T[OCYNapCTB.
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OpraHu3auMH 3KOHOMMYECKOrO COTpyAHHMYecTBa M pa3BuTHaA. Kiumar crpaHsl
JIOBOJILHO MSATKHMA C TeMiblM JIETOM M MPOXJagHOH 3MMOH, XOTS B CEBEpHBIX H
rOpHBIX perHoHax(ocobeHHO Ha AJfcke) 3MMbl XONOAHblE W CHexHble. Haubonee
TENIBIMH PETMOHAMH CTPAHbI ABJAIOTCS KOXKHbIE LITAThl H 0COGEHHO UX NpHUOpeXHbIe
pafionsl  (Kanudopuus, @nopuma). B ueHTpe CTpaHbl KJIMMAaT  pe3Ko
KOHTHHEHTANBHBIH U cyxoii. CpenHss TeMnepatypa sHBaps oT -25° C Ha Anscke 10
20° C Bo ®nopume. Cpennss TeMmiepaTypa HIONA Ha 3anaaHoM no6epexbe
coctaBnser ot 14° C go 22° C, Ha BocTouHoM nobepexbe - o 16° C no 25° C.
CpenHeronosas HopMa ocainkoB B NpHEpexHbIX paiioHax cocrtamnser Gonee 2000
MM, B LEHTpalbHbIX paitoHax cTpaHbl - g0 1000 MM, B TNYCTHIHHBIX H
noJynycTHIHHBIX paitoHax tora CLLA - mo 100 mMM. Jleca nokpsiBatoT okosno 30%
TEPPUTOPHU CTPaHbl, PacCTUTENBHOCTh AJSACKH MPEHMYIIECTBEHHO TYHApOBas C
MXaMH H JIMILaiHMKaMH, OIHAKO Ha lore IUTaTa pacTyT XBOHHbBIE H CMELLAHHbIE Jleca.
Ha cesepe "konTHHeHTanbHO#H" YacTH CLLIA pacTyT rycThie cMellaHHbIe Jieca: ellb,
cocHa, Ay6, siceHb, Gepesa, cukomopo. Jlajee Ha IOr J1€COB CTAHOBHTCS MEHbILE,
OJIHaKO MOABJAIOTCA TaKMe PAaCTEHUA KaK MarHo/Us U Kay4yKOHOCBI, a Ha nobepexbe
MeKCHKaHCKOro 3ajiiBa pacTyT MaHrpoBble jeca. Ha 3amase cTpaHbl HayMHalOTCA
NoNy3acylUIdBble M 3aCyLUIMBble PErHOHbl MPEHMYLIECTBEHHO C TpaBAHOH H
MYCTBIHHO#M PacTHUTENBHOCTHIO. B Takux peroHax HaHboJiee pacnpOCTpaHeHbI FOKKa,
pa3nHyYHble KYCTapHMKH, a B nycTbiHe MoxaBe- "kakTycoBble jeca". B Gonee
BBICOKHX MecTax MpoOHM3pacTaloT cocHa M noHaepoca. B KanudopHuu BecbMa
pacnpocTpaHeH 4anmapeib, a TakkKe MHOTOYHCIEHHble QPYKTOBble nepeBbs (B
OCHOBHOM uuTpycoBbie). B Cheppa-HeBane pactyt neca ruraHTckoi ceksoitn. Ha
ceBepe BOCTOYHOro Mobepexbs HaXOAATCA XBOHHbIE H CMELIAHHBIE Jieca: ellb, Keap,
COCHa, nucTBeHHHLA. PayHa npeAcTaBlieHa TakKe COOTBETCTBEHHO KIMMAaTHYECKHM
30HaM: Ha ceBepe 3TO 3eMJIAHas Oesika, MeiBelb, OJIEHb H JIOCh, B PEKax MHOro
¢openn, Ha nobepexbe ANACKH MOpXH M TioNleHH. B necax Boctoka CoelMHEHHBIX
IlitaToB 06HUTAaIOT MeaBeab IpHU3iH, ONieHb, JIKCA, BOJIK, CKYHC, Gapcyk, Genka u
6onbiuoe konuyecTBo Menkux ntuu. Ha noGepexxbe MeKCHKaHCKOro 3aliBa MOXHO

BCTPETHTh TaKUX D3K30THYECKHMX [MNTHL, KaK TIEJIMKaH, CbﬂalelHl'O, 3e/1eHbIH
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3UMOPOJOK. 3[eCh e BOASTCA aijMraTopbl H HECKOJbKO BHIOB ANOBHTHIX 3Meil. Ha
Benukux paBHHHAaxX B CBOe BpeMs OOMTalM NECATKH ThicA4 GM30HOB, OMHAKO Tenephb
UX OCTAIOCh BECbMa HEMHOTO W, B OCHOBHOM, B HallMOHAIBHBIX Mapkax. B ropueix
paiioHax 3anmaga CHIA MOXHO BCTPETHTb TakuX KPYMHBIX JXMBOTHBIX, KaK JIOCh,
ofneHb, BUIIOPOT, TOpHBIH Ko3en, Gypbli MeaBeab, BOJK, TONCTOPOr. B MyCTBIHHBIX
pErHoHax OGHMTAIOT MPEMMYLIECTBEHHO DEeNTHAWMM (Cpeld HHX rpeMydas 3Mes) H
MEJIKHEe MIIEKONMTAIoLIHe, HanpuMep, cyMuatas kpeica. Cpeau NpHPOAHBIX
nocronpumeuarensHocteil CIIIA ocobenno Beigensiorcs Benukuit KanboH peku
Konopago Ha Cpennem 3amage cTpaHbl; MHOTOYHC/EHHbIC HalHOHAJbHbIE MMApKH,
ONHUM M3 CAMBIX M3BECTHBIX ABJAETCA MetoycToHCKMil C NONMHOMN reii3epoB u
6GonbIIMM KOJNHYECTBOM pEAKHX J>KHBOTHBIX; IUISDKH H MeCTa pa3BliCYEHHH BO
Onopune u Kanudopuuu; Benukue ozepa; Huarapckuit Bomonaa. Typuctos
npuTarusaioT Jlac-Berac ¢ MHOrOYHCIEHHBIMH HIOpHBIMH AOMaMH, JIUcHeineHn B
wrrate Onopuna (caMbifi nepBelf M caMblif KPYMHBIA MapK OTABIXa TaKOro THMa B
mupe), TomnuByn - 3HamenuTas "¢abpuka rpe3". OcHOBHble  Xke
JOCTONPHMEYATENBHOCTH MCTOPHH pacnionoeHsl B Hbio-Mopke u Bammurrowe.
cronuue 3to: Kanuronuii - 3manue, B kotopoM pabotaer Konrpecc CIA; Benrrit
HoM - odpuumanbHasd pe3nNEHUMsA Npe3HAeHTa CTPaHbl; NaMATHHK BammuHrroHy-
o6enucK BBICOTOH okoyo 152 M; maMATHUK JIMHKONBHY - BEHYECTBEHHBIA XpaM B
rpe4eckoM CTHJIEe Ha 36 KOJOHHax, CHMBOJH3WpYOMX KoauyecTBo wwTtatoB CIIA
Ha JeHb cMeptH JIuHkonbHa; CMHTCOHOBCKHH WHCTHTYT - OTPOMHBIH KOMILIEKC,
00be AMHSAIOIHNI HayYHO- HCCIIENOBATeNbCKHE HHCTHTYThI, XyAOXKECTBEHHbIE ranepex
H 300MapK; Ap/JHHITOHCKOE MEMOpHabHOE KnanbHile, Ha KOTOPOM MOXOPOHEHBI
3HAMEHHTBIE TOCYHapCTBEHHble M BOEHHBblE JEATEe]H CTpaHbl M BCE COJIAATHI,
norubiure B BoiiHax, HayuHas ¢ ['paxpanckoii; HaunoHanbHas ranepes HCKycCTB C
cobpaHueM  aMmepukaHCKOW M eBpomeiickoi  xuBonucH; HaumoHanbHBIN
MCTOpUYeCKUii My3ell BockoBsix ¢uryp. B Huio-Hopxe: Dmnatip-Crefit-Bunaunr,
3HaMeHHThIH HeGockpe6 moytH S500-mMeTpoBO#i BbiCOTH, Ha 82 (M3 102) sTaxe
HaXONMWTCS CMOTpOBas IUIOWIAJKa C NPEKpacHbIM BHAOM Ha MaHX3TTeH; 3daHHe

OOH; PoxdemnepoBckuit UeHTp, OOBEAMHAIOLWINI HECKOJIbKO PECTOPAHOB,
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Mara3uHoOB, TeaTpoB; bponseil - 3HameHuThIH "Benukuii Genblii nyTh", Ha KOTOPOM
HaXoNATCA OCHOBHble TeaTphl Hblo-Mopka, a Takxe 3HaMeHMTble HOYHble KiyGbl,
pecTopaHsl, OTeNM M MarasuHbl; My3seil COBpeMEHHOro HCKycCTBa ¢ coOOpaHHEM
COBpEMEHHOH JXHUBOMMWCH, CKYJbNTYPbl, apXHTEKTYpbl, NPOMBILLIEHHOrO AHM3aiHa,
tdororpaduu; Myseii ®Ppuka - cobpanue kapTuH esporneiickux Mactepo XIV-XIX
cronetuii; Myseit ConomoHa [I'yrrenxeiima ¢ GorarefiiuuM coGpaHHEM
npou3sBefeHui abcTpakLMOHH3Ma, KaKk aMEpPHKaHCKOro, Tak M 3apybexuoro; My3ei
€CTECTBEHHOH HCTOPHMH - OAHO M3 Haubosee NONHBIX cOOpaHMA OKaMeHeJIOoCTeH
JIOMCTOPHYECKHX XHBOTHBIX, @ TaK)ke 3HaMEHHUTas 3KCMO3HLHA, pacckasbiBatolias 06
3BOMIOLHH 4YenoBeka; Myseit MeTpononanrten ¢ o6LUHPHOH KOJIEKLHER NPEAMETOB
UCKYCCTBa, XHBOMHUCH MW CKYNBNTYpbl, OXBaThiBalOllEH MATh ThHICAYENETHH U
uuBHnH3auuu Erunra, BaBunona, Accupun, ['peunu, Puma, bavxnero u lansHero

Bocrtoxa H EBponsi.
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Topics for credit
1. Territory of the USA: main features.

2. About American history in brief: main points.

3. Political structure and political parties.
4. The Media in the United States. Holidays. Traditions.
5. Sport organizations.

6. Arts & Entertainment. Theatres. Hollywood.

7. Economy. Main principles.
8. Science & Technology. Universities.
9. U.S. Society : A Nation of Immigrants. Native Americans.

10. Religion. Customs and traditions.
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Final test

I Choose the right answer.
1. The first state to pass a law about teaching children was:
a) Kentucky
b) Massachusetts
¢) Wisconsin
2. US newspapers are mainly funded:
a) by local governments
b) through subscription
c) through advertising
3. There are about 9000 different newspapers in the US with a circulation figure of:
a) 30 million copies ¢) 60 million copies
b) 45 million copies d) 75 million copies
4. The main source of news for two thirds of all Americans is:
a) radio
b) press
c) television
5. The USA'’s largest TV network is:
a) CNN (Cable News Network)
b) ABC (American Broadcasting Company)
¢) NBS (National Broadcasting Company)
d) PBS (Public Broadcasting Service)

6. The largest portrait art can be found in:

a) Mount McKinley ¢) Mount Whithey
b) Mount Rushmore d) Mount Vernon
7. The total area of the US is:

a) 7.4 min. sq.km. c) 11.4 min. sq.km.
b) 9.4 miIn. sq.km. d) 13.4 min. sq.km.
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8. The USA is a federal union of independent states.

a) forty c) sixty
b) fifty d) one hundred

9. The most recent state to join the union was

a) Hawaii c) Puerto Rico
b) Alaska d) Canada

10. is not a US Citizen.
a) Keanu Reeves ¢) Gwyneth Paltrow
b) Julia Roberts d) Leonardo Di Caprio

11. The United States of America is

a) bigger than Canada c) bigger than Russia
b) bigger than Brazil d) smaller than Australia
12. In the USA the laws are

a) the same in all states c) different in richer states

b) different in every state d) different for different races

13. Most of the population of the mainland USA lives

a) on the east coast c) in the centre

b) on the west coast d) on the east and west coasts
14. was the first President of the USA.

a) Abraham Lincoln c) John Kennedy

b) George Washington d) Walt Disney
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15. At the time of the American Civil War, was president.

a) Robert E Lee ¢) Abraham Lincoln
b) George Washington d) Nelson Rockefeller

16. President John F Kennedy was assassinated in

a) New York, New York c) Los Angeles, California
b) Washington DC d) Dallas, Texas
17. The President of the USA lives in

a) White House Road c¢) Texas Street
b) Pennsylvania Avenue d) Washington Square

18. America was discovered by:

a) Christopher Columbus b) George Washington c) the pilgrims/9.
The capital of the USA is:

a) Washington b) New York c) Los Angeles
20. What is the favourite sport in the USA?

a) baseball b) cricket c) rugby

21. What river is not in the USA?

a) the Mississippi b) the Missouri c) the Thames
22. When did Alaska and Hawaii become States?

a) 1865 b) 1912 c) 1959

23. How many amendments have been added to the US constitution since its adoption

in 17892

a) 27 b) 115 )75
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24. What was the 1* state to ratify the US constitution?

a) Virginia b) Delaware ¢) Massachusetts

25. Who was called the “Father of the US constitution”?

a) George Washington b) James Madison c) Thomas Jefferson
26. Which US harbor was called ‘New Amsterdam”?

a) New York b) Boston ¢) Charleston

27. What is the official symbol of the US?

a) the turkey b) the cowboy c) the bald eagle

28. What do the red and white stripes on the American flag represent?

a) states b) the original 13 colonies c) just a design

29. What are the national colours of the US?

a) blue and white b) red and white ¢) red, white and blue

30. “Battle Hymn of the Republic” was written at the time of:

a) The Revolutionary War b) The Civil War ¢) The War of 1812
31. The national Anthem of the US is:

a) “Stars and Stripes forever” b) “Yankee Doodle Dandy” c) “The Star-Spangled

Banner”
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II.  Enter the grid on the first American colonies:

Name and
date of
foundation

Type

settlers

of

Leaders and

governors

Main

events

Achievements

IIl. Write a list of 10-15 key words or phrases you know associated with the

following topic: Political Life in the United States.

IV. Write a numbered list of the names of the US capital cities.

V. Who was the second American president?
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VI. Complete the sentences:

1. The tourist attracting region of the US with a system of big lakes is called

2. The eastern part of the USA is occupied by

3. Hawaii is situated in the

4. The two main tributaries of the Mississipi are the Missoury and the

5. The rivers west of the Rockets flow into the

6. In some parts of the US the difference of degrees Centigrade between the

summer and winter temperatures is possible.
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